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Facilitator’s Note: This session is really more powerful (pun intended) if taught as a complete 90-minute session, with 
more time for discussion. If you have time constraints, however, it can be taught in 60 minutes by skipping Part Three.

Introduction (5 minutes)

Welcome to the Global Day of Jewish Learning! 

Today we will explore how beauty and power are intertwined, by studying select stories of biblical characters. Our 
perceptions of the value of beauty and its relationship with power vary, based on our own cultural backgrounds and 
subjective experiences. By looking more closely at Jewish source texts we may be better able to understand beauty, 
power and their temptations.

There are over twenty biblical characters — both men and women — described as being beautiful or handsome.  
Many of these beautiful characters are also found in positions of power. Through close readings of source texts and 
commentaries from Jewish sages, we may begin to understand the ways in which beauty and power intersect, and  
the consequences of that combination of forces.

Facilitator’s Note: Depending on your participants’ familiarity with the source texts, feel free to add or expand  
background information about any of the biblical characters discussed in this unit.

o Ask:

1. Is being beautiful a requirement to achieve positions of power? Why or why not?

2. What are some of the ways beauty can help one achieve power?

3. Can beauty be a disadvantage? How?

Part One: A Pathway to Power (25 minutes)

Royalty or political power is an obvious form of power in the Bible. Let us read together the stories of three royal 
characters of noted beauty: Saul, David and Esther.

o Choose three members of the group and ask each person to read one of the following texts aloud.

Text #1: I Samuel 8:22-9:2.

ל ֶּבן־ יׁש ֶּבן־ֲאִביֵא֞ ין[ ּ֠וְׁשמֹו ִק֣ יׁש מבן־ימין ]ִמִּבנְיִָמ֗ יׁש ְלִעיֽרֹו׃ ֽוַיְִהי־ִא֣ ל ְל֖כּו ִא֥ י יְִׂשָרֵא֔ אֶמר ְׁשמּוֵאל֙ ֶאל־ַאנְֵׁש֣ ֹ֤ ֶלְך ַוּי ם ֶמ֑ ם ְוִהְמַלְכָּת֥ ָלֶה֖ ע ְּבקֹוָל֔ אֶמר ה׳ ֶאל־ְׁשמּוֵאל֙ ְׁשַמ֣ ֹ֨ ַוּי
ַּה ִמָּכל־ָהָעֽם׃ ֹ֖ ְעָלה  ָּגב ּנּו ִמִּׁשְכ֣מֹו ָוַמ֔ ל ֣טֹוב ִמֶּמ֑ יׁש ִמְּבֵנ֥י יְִׂשָרֵא֖ ין ִא֛ ן ּוְׁש֤מֹו ָׁשאּול֙ ָּב֣חּור ָו֔טֹוב ְוֵא֥ ה ֵב֜ י ִּגּ֖בֹור ָחֽיִל׃ ְולֹו־ָהיָ֨ יׁש יְִמיִנ֑ יַח ֶּבן־ִא֣ ת ֶּבן־ֲאִפ֖ ְצ֧רֹור ֶּבן־ְּבכֹוַר֛
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22 And the LORD said to Samuel, “Heed their demands and appoint a king for them.” Samuel then said to the 
men of Israel, “All of you go home.” 1 There was a man of Benjamin whose name was Kish son of Abiel son of 
Zeror son of Becorath son of Aphiah, a Benjaminite, a man of substance. 2 He had a son whose name was Saul, 
an excellent young man; no one among the Israelites was handsomer than he; he was a head taller than any of the 
people. 
 

Text #2: I Samuel 16:18.
ה ּונְ֥בֹון יׁש ִמְלָחָמ֛ יִל ְוִא֧ ֵּגן ְוגִּ֨בֹור ַח֜ ַע נַ֠ ית ַהַּלְחִמ֒י יֵֹד֣ ן ְליִַׁש֮י ֵּב֣ יִתי ֵּב֣ ה ָרִא֜ אֶמר ִהּנֵ֨ ֹ֗ ים ַוּי ד ֵמַהּנְָעִר֜  ַוּיַַע֩ן ֶאָח֨

ַאר ַוה׳  ִעּֽמֹו׃ ֹ֑ יׁש ּת ר ְוִא֣ ָּדָב֖

One of the attendants spoke up, “I have observed a son of Jesse the Bethlehemite [David] who is skilled in music; 
he is a stalwart fellow and a warrior, sensible in speech, and handsome in appearance, and the LORD is with him.”

Text #3: Esther 2:2-4; 2:7; 2:16-17.

ן  ה ֶאל־ׁשּוַשׁ֤ ת ַמְרֶא֜ תּוָלה טֹוַב֨ ה־ְב֠ ֶלְך ְפִּקיִדי֮ם ְבָּכל־ְמִדי֣נֹות ַמְלכּותֹ֒ו ְויְִקְבּ֣צּו ֶאת־ָכּל־נֲַעָרֽ ד ַהֶמּ֣ ֶלְך נְָע֥רֹות ְבּתּו֖לֹות טֹו֥בֹות ַמְרֶאֽה׃ ג ְויְַפֵק֨ יו יְַבְקׁ֥שּו ַלֶמּ֛ ֶלְך ְמָשְׁרָת֑ י־ַהֶמּ֖ ב ַויֹּאְמ֥רּו נֲַעֵרֽ
ַעׂש ֵכּֽן׃... ֶלְך ַויַּ֥ ר ְבֵּעיֵנ֥י ַהֶמּ֖ ב ַהָדָּב֛ י ַויִּיַט֧ ַחת ַוְשִׁתּ֑ ֶלְך ִתְּמֹ֖לְך ַתּ֣ ר ִתּיַט֙ב ְבֵּעיֵנ֣י ַהֶמּ֔ ה ֲאֶשׁ֤ ים ְונָ֖תֹון ַתְּמרּוֵקיֶהֽן׃ ד ְוַהֽנֲַּעָר֗ ר ַהנִָּשׁ֑ ֶלְך שֵֹׁמ֣ יס ַהֶמּ֖ ים ֶאל־ַי֥ד ֵהֶג֛א ְסִר֥ ית ַהנִָּשׁ֔ ַהִבּיָר֙ה ֶאל־ֵבּ֣

ֶלְך  ר ֶאל־ַהֶמּ֤ ח ֶאְסֵתּ֜ ּה ָמְרֳדַּכ֛י ֖לֹו ְלַבֽת׃...טז ַוִתָּלַּק֨ ּה ְלָקָח֧ יָה֙ ְוִאָמּ֔ ה ּוְב֤מֹות ָאִב֙ ת ַמְרֶא֔ ַא֙ר ְוטֹוַב֣ ֹּ֙ ה יְַפת־ת ם ְוַהנֲַּעָר֤ ב ָוֵא֑ ין ָלּ֖ה ָא֣ י ֵא֥ יא ֶאְסֵתּ֙ר ַבּת־דֹּ֔דֹו ִכּ֛ ה ִה֤ ן ֶאת־ֲהַדָסּ֗ י אֵֹמ֜ ז ַויְִה֨
ֶשׂם  ֶסד ְלָפָנ֖יו ִמָכּל־ַהְבּתּוֹ֑לת ַויָּ֤ ן ָוֶח֛ ים ַוִתָּשּׂא־ֵח֥ ֶלְך ֶאת־ֶאְסֵתּ֙ר ִמָכּל־ַהנִָּשׁ֔ ב ַהֶמּ֤ ַבע ְלַמְלכּוֽתֹו׃ יז ַויֱֶּאַה֨ ת ִבְּשׁנַת־ֶשׁ֖ ֶדׁש ֵטֵב֑ ֹ֣ י הּוא־ח ֶדׁש ָהֲעִשׂיִר֖ ֹ֥ ית ַמְלכּו֔תֹו ַבּח ֲאַחְשֵׁורֹוׁ֙ש ֶאל־ֵבּ֣

י׃ ַחת ַוְשִׁתּֽ ָה ַתּ֥ ּה ַויְַּמִליֶכ֖ ֶכֶּֽתר־ַמְלכּו֙ת ְבּרֹאָשׁ֔

2 The king’s [Ahasuerus] servants who attended him said, “Let beautiful young virgins be sought out for Your Majesty. 
3 Let your Majesty appoint officers in every province of your realm to assemble all the beautiful young virgins at the 
fortress Shushan, in the harem under the supervision of Hege, the king’s eunuch, guardian of the women. Let them 
be provided with their cosmetics. 4 And let the maiden who pleases Your Majesty be queen instead of Vashti.” The 
proposal pleased the king, and he acted upon it…

7 He [Mordecai] was foster father to Hadassah — that is Esther — his uncle’s daughter, for she had neither father nor 
mother. The maiden was shapely and beautiful and when her father and mother died, Mordecai adopted her as his own 
daughter...16 Esther was taken to King Ahasuerus, in his royal palace, in the tenth month, which is the month of Tebeth, 
in the seventh year of his reign. 17 The king loved Esther more than all the other women, and she won his grace and 
favor more than all the virgins. So he set a royal diadem on her head and made her queen instead of Vashti.

o Ask:

1. What do Saul, David and Esther have in common? How do they differ?

2. What are some of the traits used to reinforce the descriptions of the characters’ attractiveness?

3. According to the texts, did any of these characters attain power by personally using their beauty? How?

4. Do you think people need to be beautiful to become politically powerful? Why or why not?

5. Do we remember people as more beautiful because they were powerful?

These three characters attained royal power at least in part due to their beauty. Based on the characterizations of Saul, 
David and Esther, we might think that beauty is a prerequisite for even being considered for a position of royal power. 
Esther is chosen by King Ahasuerus as queen due to her beauty. While she is not automatically given the same type of 
royal power as the king, her position as queen gives her the opportunity to influence the king.
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While Saul and David were both selected by God directly — their power was conferred upon them by that divine 
selection — the Bible mentions their physical beauty explicitly, and states clearly that they were beautiful even before 
they were crowned. In Saul’s case, his height/beauty seems to be quite relevant to the choice. Yet the selecting of 
David is more nuanced. Earlier in the chapter in the Book of Samuel, when Samuel goes looking for the one who will 
become king after Saul, he comes across one of David’s older brothers and receives this advice from God: 

Text #4: I Samuel 16:7.

ה ַלֵלָּבֽב׃ יִם ַוה׳  יְִרֶא֥ ה ַלֵעינַ֔ י ָהָֽאָד֙ם יְִרֶא֣ ם ִכּ֤ ר יְִרֶא֙ה ָהָאָד֔ י ׀ ֹ֗לא ֲאֶשׁ֤ יהּו ִכּ֣ י ְמַאְסִתּ֑ ַהּ קֹוָמ֖תֹו ִכּ֣ ֹ֥ הּו ְוֶאל־גְּב ט ֶאל־ַמְרֵא֛ ל ַאל־ַתֵּבּ֧ אֶמר ה׳ ֶאל־ְשׁמּוֵא֗ ֹּ֨ ַוי

But the LORD said to Samuel, “Pay no attention to his appearance or his stature, for I have rejected him. For not 
as man sees [does the LORD see]; man sees only what is visible, but the LORD sees into the heart.”

o Ask:

1. What does it mean to look “into the heart”?

2.  When you are choosing a person for something specific (e.g. a job, a date, a partnership, etc...), how does 
beauty — or physical appearance — influence your decisions?

When David is chosen to help King Saul, Text #2 tells us that, in addition to his physical beauty, David was a warrior, a 
man of valor, one who speaks well, and has God’s approval. In Text #4 (which comes before Text #2 in the Bible), when 
Samuel goes to look for the successor, God provides clear advice to look beyond appearance. We say that David is 
beautiful, but being beautiful is not enough to be chosen as the king. God does not choose a king solely because he 
is beautiful, but beautiful appearance is often a sign of God’s favor. The same biblical story implying that beauty is a 
pathway to power also shows how God told Samuel clearly that appearance is not to be taken into consideration. 

There is a complicated relationship between beauty and power — which comes first? A leader’s beauty can reinforce 
the legal or social power that is part of his or her hierarchical position, by inspiring loyalty and devotion in his or her 
followers. A ruler who comes to a powerful position can quickly lose that control without some participation from the 
subjects; whether by coercion, force, charm or devotion, a ruler’s power only extends as far as his or her ability to have 
commands carried out. Beauty can make people want to do as they are commanded.

Beautiful people can have a certain power over those around them, even if they are not royalty. Let us look at Joseph, son 
of Jacob, whose beauty affords him some power and influence in a situation in which he would otherwise be helpless.

Part Two: Your Own Beauty Can be Dangerous to You (25 minutes)

o Ask participants to read Text #5 and answer the questions in chavruta.

Chavruta is partnered learning. Learning with a friend or two allows you to share ideas and insights with one another as 
you read and discuss texts together.

With your chavruta partner, pay close attention to the beginning and the end of this biblical episode involving Joseph 
and Potiphar’s wife:
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Text #5: Genesis 39:6-20. 

ן  יו ֵה֣ ֶשׁת ֲאדֹנָ֔ ֹּ֙אֶמ֙ר ֶאל־ֵא֣ ן ׀ ַוי י׃ ח ַויְָמֵא֓ ה ִעִמּֽ אֶמר ִשְׁכָב֥ ֹּ֖ ף ַות יָה ֶאל־יֹוֵס֑ א ֵאֶֽשׁת־ֲאדָֹנ֛יו ֶאת־ֵעיֶנ֖ ֶלּה ַוִתָּשּׂ֧ ים ָהֵא֔ י ַאַח֙ר ַהְדָּבִר֣ ה ַמְרֶאֽה׃ ז ַויְִה֗ ַאר ִויֵפ֥ ֹ֖ ף יְֵפה־ת י יֹוֵס֔ ו  ַויְִה֣
ה  ה ָהָרָע֤ יְך ֶאֱֽעֶשׂ֜ ר ַאְתּ־ִאְשּׁ֑תֹו ְוֵא֨ ְך ַבֲּאֶשׁ֣ י ִאם־אֹוָת֖ נִּ֙י ְמ֔אּוָמה ִכּ֥ ְך ִמֶמּ֙ יִת ַהזֶּ֮ה ִמֶמּנִּ֒י ְוֹֽלא־ָחַשׂ֤ ּנּו גָ֜דֹול ַבַּבּ֣ ן ְבּיִָדֽי׃ ט ֵאינֶ֨ ל ֲאֶשׁר־יֶׁש־֖לֹו נַָת֥ ֹ֥ יִת ְוכ י ַמה־ַבָּבּ֑ ע ִאִתּ֖ י ֹלא־יַָד֥ ֲאדֹנִ֔

ּה׃ ּה ִלְה֥יֹות ִעָמּֽ ב ֶאְצָל֖ ע ֵאֶל֛יָה ִלְשַׁכּ֥ ף ֣יֹום ׀ ֑יֹום ְוֹלא־ָשַׁמ֥ ּה ֶאל־יֹוֵס֖ י ְכַּדְבָּר֥ אִתי ֵלֱֽאֹלקים׃ י ַויְִה֕ את ְוָחָט֖ ֹּ֔ ַהגְּדָֹל֙ה ַהז

א ַהֽחּוָצה׃ יג  נָס ַויֵֵּצ֥ ּה ַויָּ֖ ב ִבּגְדֹ֙ו ְבּיָָד֔ ֹ֤ י ַויֲַּעז ה ִעִמּ֑ ר ִשְׁכָב֣ ֹ֖ הּו ְבִּבגְ֛דֹו ֵלאמ יִת׃ יב ַוִתְּתְפֵּשׂ֧ ם ַבָּבּֽ יִת ָשׁ֖ י ַהַבּ֛ יׁש ֵמַאנְֵשׁ֥ ין ִא֜ יְָתה ַלֲעׂ֣שֹות ְמַלאְכּ֑תֹו ְוֵא֨ א ַהַבּ֖ ֹ֥ ה ַויָּב יא ַויְִה֙י ְכַּהּ֣יֹום ַהזֶּ֔
א ְבּ֥קֹול  י ָוֶאְקָר֖ ב ִעִמּ֔ א ֵאַל֙י ִלְשַׁכּ֣ נּו ָבּ֤ ֶחק ָבּ֑ י ְלַצ֣ יׁש ִעְבִר֖ ִביא ָל֛נּו ִא֥ ר ְר֗אּו ֵה֥ ֹ֔ אֶמר ָלֶה֙ם ֵלאמ ֹּ֤ ּה ַות י ֵביָת֗ א ְלַאנְֵשׁ֣ נָס ַהֽחּוָצה׃ יד ַוִתְּקָר֞ ּה ַויָּ֖ י־ָעַז֥ב ִבּגְ֖דֹו ְבּיָָד֑ ּה ִכּֽ ַויְִה֙י ִכְּראֹוָת֔

יו ֶאל־ֵבּיֽתֹו׃ ּה ַעד־ּ֥בֹוא ֲאדָֹנ֖ ח ִבּגְ֖דֹו ֶאְצָל֑ א ַהֽחּוָצה׃ טז ַוַתּנַּ֥ נָס ַויֵֵּצ֥ י ַויָּ֖ ב ִבּגְדֹ֙ו ֶאְצִל֔ ֹ֤ א ַויֲַּעז י ָוֶאְקָר֑ ִתי קֹוִל֖ ֹ֥ י־ֲהִרימ י ְכָשְׁמ֔עֹו ִכּֽ גָּֽדֹול׃ טו ַויְִה֣

ַע  ֹ֨ נָס ַהֽחּוָצה׃ יט ַויְִה֩י ִכְשׁמ י ַויָּ֥ ב ִבּגְ֛דֹו ֶאְצִל֖ ֹ֥ א ַויֲַּעז י ָוֶאְקָר֑ י קֹוִל֖ י ַכֲּהִריִמ֥ י׃ יח ַויְִה֕ ֶחק ִבּֽ נּו ְלַצ֥ אָת ָלּ֖ י ֲאֶשׁר־ֵהֵב֥ ֶבד ָהִֽעְבִר֛ י ָהֶע֧ א־ֵאַל֞ ר ָבּֽ ֹ֑ ֶלּה ֵלאמ ים ָהֵא֖ יו ַכְּדָּבִר֥ ר ֵאָל֔ יז ַוְתַּדֵבּ֣
י[  ַהר ְמ֕קֹום ֲאֶשׁר־אסורי ]ֲאִסיֵר֥ ֹּ֔ ית ַהס הּ֙ו ֶאל־ֵבּ֣ ְִּתּנֵ֙ ף אֹ֗תֹו ַוֽי י יֹוֵס֜ ַחר ַאּֽפֹו׃ כ ַויִַּקּ֩ח ֲאדֹנֵ֨ ָך ַויִּ֖ י ַעְבֶדּ֑ ָשּׂה ִל֖ ֶלּה ָע֥ ים ָהֵא֔ ר ַכְּדָּבִר֣ ֹ֔ ה ֵאָלי֙ו ֵלאמ ר ִדְּבָּר֤ י ִאְשּׁ֗תֹו ֲאֶשׁ֨ יו ֶאת־ִדְּבֵר֣ ֲאדֹנָ֜

ַהר׃ ֹּֽ ית ַהס ם ְבֵּב֥ ים ַוֽיְִהי־ָשׁ֖ ֶלְך ֲאסּוִר֑ ַהֶמּ֖

...6 He [Potiphar] left all that he had in Joseph’s hands and with him there, he paid attention to nothing save the 
food that he ate. Now Joseph was well built and handsome. 7 After a time, his master’s wife cast her eyes upon 
Joseph and said, “Lie with me.” 8 But he refused. He said to his master’s wife, “Look, with me here, my master 
gives no thought to anything in this house, and all that he owns he has placed in my hands. 9 He wields no more 
authority in this house than I, and he has withheld nothing from me except yourself, since you are his wife. How 
then could I do this most wicked thing, and sin before God?” 10 And much as she coaxed Joseph day after day, 
he did not yield to her request to lie beside her, to be with her. 

11 One such day, he came into the house to do his work. None of the household being there inside, 12 she 
caught hold of him by his garment and said, “Lie with me!” But he left his garment in her hand and got away 
and fled outside. 13 When she saw that he had left it in her hand and had fled outside, 14 she called out to her 
servants and said to them, “Look, he had to bring us a Hebrew to dally with us! This one came to lie with me; but 
I screamed loud. 15 And when he heard me screaming at the top of my voice, he left his garment with me and got 
away and fled outside.” 16 She kept his garment beside her, until his master came home. 

17 Then she told him the same story, saying, “The Hebrew slave whom you brought into our house came to me 
to dally with me; 18 but when I screamed at the top of my voice, he left his garment with me and fled outside.” 
19 When his master heard the story that his wife told him, namely, “Thus and so your slave did to me,” he was 
furious. 20 So Joseph’s master had him put in prison, where the king’s prisoners were confined.

o Ask:

1. When the story begins, who is in control? Why and how does that person have power over the other?

2. When in the story does the power structure shift? How?

3. Was being handsome helpful to Joseph? In what ways?

4. Was being handsome a detriment to Joseph? How?

This text describes Joseph as making decisions and running a household even though he was a slave. He makes 
himself indispensable to his master, Potiphar, who rewards him with trust. His beauty gives him some influence over 
Potiphar’s wife, whose infatuation may give him a sort of temporary power over her, but also puts him at risk when he 
denies her wishes. 
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One may also wonder whether Potiphar’s wife would have noticed him at all if he were still just a slave, or if he came 
to her attention because he had been promoted within the household. Likewise, would she have been so enamored of 
him if he weren’t so “well built and handsome”, and were just the steward of her husband’s house? 

The power dynamics of this episode shift at the end, when it is Joseph’s word against that of Potiphar’s wife. For all 
the trust his master put in him, he has no way to disprove her accusations. Joseph loses the little power he had when 
he is thrown into prison, and his beauty does not bring him mercy.

o Bring the group back together.

Let us look now at commentary from the sages, who point out other potential dangers of being beautiful or handsome, 
including vanity. Vanity appears in the form of a vulnerability to flattery, of over-attentive grooming, or excessive pride 
in one’s self or appearance.

Text #6 comes from Midrash Tanchuma, a collection of discussions of the Torah passed down through the generations 
and believed to have been compiled around the 16th century in Constantinople, with a later edition published in the 
late 19th century. Here, it comments on Joseph. 
 
o Read Text #6 aloud.

Text #6: Midrash Tanchuma, Vayeshev 8.  

כיון שראה רבו כן, מסר לו את כל המפתחות ולא היה יודע אחריו כלום, שכן אומר, הן אדני לא ידע אתי מה בבית. כיון שראה יוסף את עצמו בכך, התחיל 
אוכל ושותה, מסלסל בשערו, ואומר ברוך הוא, אביך מתאבל עליך בשק ואפר, ואתה אוכל ושותה ומסלסל בשערך, הרי אדונתך מזדוגת לך ומצרה לך. לכך 

כתיב: ׳ותשא אשת אדניו.׳ ׳וימאן.׳

When his master became aware of this, he entrusted him with the keys of the household, and concerned himself 
no longer with any household matters, as is said: Behold, my master, having me, knoweth not what is in the house 
(Genesis, 39:8). As soon as he realized his own importance, he began to eat, drink, and curl his hair, and say: 
“Blessed be the Omnipotent One who has caused me to forget my father’s house.” Whereupon the Holy One, 
blessed be He, rebuked him, saying: “Your father mourns for you in sackcloth and ashes, but you eat and drink 
and curl your hair; therefore, your mistress will impose herself on you and will torment you. Hence it is written: His 
master’s wife cast her eyes upon Joseph (ibid., v. 7). But he refused (ibid., v. 8).

o Ask:

1. How does the Midrash characterize Joseph’s behavior?
2.  The Midrash says that Jacob — Joseph’s father — is in mourning, smearing himself with ash and dressing 

in rags. This is contrasted with Joseph’s comfortable life in his new master’s house. What do you think the 
Midrash is telling us about Joseph’s vanity?

3. What connections is the Midrash making between vanity and temptation?

Jacob in his mourning for Joseph, who he believes is dead, is in a way “anti-grooming” — making himself dirty and 
dressing in ugly sackcloth. Joseph, who is actually still alive, is eating well and has time to curl his hair. How can Joseph 
primp and feast at a time like this? Shouldn’t he feel guilty about it? This Midrash shows that it is one thing to be a bit 
vain, but another to be vain when you know someone else is suffering. According to the explanation in this commentary, 
Joseph is punished for being overly concerned with his beauty, through being tempted by Potiphar’s wife.
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Rashi comments on Genesis 39:6. Rashi lived in France in the 11th century. He is the most important commentator on 
the Bible and Talmud, and one of the most famous scholars in Jewish history. 

o Read text #7 aloud.

Text #7: Rashi. Commentary on Genesis 39:6.

 ויהי יוסף יפה תואר — ֵכּיָון ֶשָׁרָאה ַעְצמֹו מֹוֵשׁל, ִהְתִחיל אֹוֵכל ְוׁשֹוֶתה ּוְמַסְלֵסל ְבַּשֲֹערֹו ָאַמר  ַהָקָּבּ”ה:  ָאִביָך ִמְתַאֵבּל, ְוַאָתּה ְמַסְלֵסל ִבְּשָֹעֶרָך, ֲאנִי ְמגֶָרה ְבָך ֶאת
ַהּדֹוב

AND JOSEPH WAS OF BEAUTIFUL FORM — As soon as he saw that he was ruler (in the house) he began to eat 
and drink and curl his hair. The Holy One, blessed be He, said to him, “Your father is mourning and you curl your 
hair! I will let a bear loose against you”.

o Ask:

1. What does Rashi suggest is the source of Joseph’s vanity?

2. Rashi relates a midrash as saying that God will “let a bear loose” on Joseph. What does this mean?

3. According to Rashi, what is Joseph being punished for? 

Rashi notes that Joseph is vain about both his beauty and his position in Potiphar’s household. He is afforded a sense 
of power by being indispensable to his master (“my master gives no thought to anything in this house, and all that he 
owns he has placed in my hands”) and the object of desire for the mistress of the house. He feels a sense of security 
and position, even though he is still a slave. As a punishment for his vain behavior, God “let a bear loose”, which in this 
case is a metaphor for Potiphar’s wife. Her desire for Joseph is carnal — literally, for flesh. Joseph is a beautiful man 
and his primping and grooming makes himself even more tempting to her. Rashi illustrates here that if you spill honey, 
you should not be surprised to find it has attracted a bear!

At the end of the story in the Bible, Joseph rejects his mistress’s advances. When she realizes that she cannot have 
him, her flattery ceases and with it, his position of power in the household. His jilted would-be lover takes revenge on 
him for his refusal by accusing him of doing the very thing he did not do, and has him jailed. Any power, security or 
advantage he had in Potiphar’s house is lost to him — a slave — when he is imprisoned.

o Ask:

1.  When people use their beauty to achieve something, how do you think they feel internally? Powerful? Valued 
only on physical characteristics? Low or high self-esteem?

2. How do we balance using our strengths (whether physical or intellectual) with keeping our vanity in check?

There are times when beauty can be used as a tool to acquire or achieve something you desire: Beauty can bring 
adoration, flattery, even obedience. But power that comes from someone else’s desire is, in many ways, just an 
illusion. You can sway others with their desire for you, but that power over others can quickly turn to vanity and their 
desire can turn to anger or jealousy. It is easy to be caught up in vanity, believing we have more power than we actually 
do, which leaves us open to being taken advantage of — or worse — and losing our power all together.
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Part Three: Tempted by Beauty (15 minutes)

Now let us examine another side of the matter, where a powerful person’s desire for beauty can have dangerous 
consequences that affect others who come in contact with it. We will now look at the story of King David’s desire for 
the beautiful Bathsheba.

o Read Text #8 aloud.

Text #8: 2 Samuel 11:2-6, 10-11, 16-17.

אֶמר ֲהלֹוא־ ֹּ֗ ה ַוי ׁש ָלִֽאָשּׁ֑ ֹ֖ ד ַויְִּדר ד׃ ג ַויְִּשַׁל֣ח ָדִּו֔ ֹֽ ה ְמא ת ַמְרֶא֖ ה טֹוַב֥ ִאָשּׁ֔ ג ְוָה֣ ל ַהגָּ֑ ֶצת ֵמַע֣ ה רֶֹח֖ ְרא ִאָשּׁ֛ ֶלְך ַויַּ֥ ג ֵבּית־ַהֶמּ֔ ל ִמְשָׁכּבֹ֙ו ַויְִּתַהֵלְּ֙ך ַעל־גַּ֣ ד ֵמַע֤ ָקם ָדִּו֜ ֶרב ַויָּ֨ ת ָהֶע֗ י ׀ ְלֵע֣ ב ַויְִה֣
ה ַוִתְּשַׁל֙ח  ַהר ָהִֽאָשּׁ֑ ָשׁב ֶאל־ֵבּיָתּֽה׃ ה ַוַתּ֖ ּה ַוָתּ֖ ֶשׁת ִמֻטְּמָאָת֑ יא ִמְתַקֶדּ֖ ּה ְוִה֥ ב ִעָמּ֔ ָה ַוָתּ֤בֹוא ֵאָלי֙ו ַויְִּשַׁכּ֣ ים ַויִָּקֶּח֗ ד ַמְלָאִכ֜ י׃ ד ַויְִּשַׁל֩ח ָדִּו֨ ה ַהִחִתּֽ ֶשׁת אּוִריָּ֥ ם ֵא֖ ַבע ַבּת־ֱאִליָע֔ זֹא֙ת ַבּת־ֶשׁ֣

ה ֶאל־ָדִּוֽד׃ ב ֶאת־ֽאּוִריָּ֖ י ַויְִּשַׁל֥ח יֹוָא֛ ה ַהִחִתּ֑ י ֶאת־ֽאּוִריָּ֖ ב ְשַׁל֣ח ֵאַל֔ ה ָאנִֹֽכי׃ ו ַויְִּשַׁל֤ח ָדִּו֙ד ֶאל־יֹוָא֔ אֶמר ָהָר֥ ֹּ֖ ד ַות ד ְלָדִו֔ ַוַתּגֵּ֣

ה  ל ִוֽיהּוָד֜ ָארֹון ְויְִשָׂרֵא֨ ד ָה֠ ה ֶאל־ָדִּו֗ אֶמר אּוִריָּ֜ ֹּ֨ ְדָתּ ֶאל־ֵבּיֶתָֽך׃ יא ַוי א ַמּ֖דּוַע ֹֽלא־יַָר֥ ה ָב֔ ֶרְ֙ך ַאָתּ֣ ה ֲה֤לֹוא ִמֶדּ֙ ד ֶאל־אּוִריָּ֗ אֶמר ָדִּו֜ ֹּ֨ ה ֶאל־ֵבּי֑תֹו ַוי ד אּוִריָּ֖ ר ֹֽלא־יַָר֥ ֹ֔ דּו ְלָדִו֙ד ֵלאמ י ַויַּגִּ֤
ר ַהזֶּֽה׃ ה ֶאת־ַהָדָּב֥ ָך ִאֽם־ֶאֱעֶשׂ֖ י נְַפֶשׁ֔ ָ֙ך ְוֵח֣ י ַחיֶּ֙ ב ִעם־ִאְשִׁתּ֑ ל ְוִלְשּׁ֖תֹות ְוִלְשַׁכּ֣ ֹ֥ י ֶלֱאכ י ָא֧בֹוא ֶאל־ֵבּיִת֛ ים ַוֲאנִ֞ י ַעל־ְפֵּנ֤י ַהָשֶּׂד֙ה חֹנִ֔ י ֲאדֹנִ֨ ב ְוַעְבֵד֤ י יֹוָא֜ ים ַבֻּסּּ֗כֹות ַואדֹנִ֨ יְֹשִׁב֣

ה ָוֵמֽת׃ )ס( טז  יו ְונִָכּ֥ ם ֵמַאֲחָר֖ ה ְוַשְׁבֶתּ֥ ה ֶאל־מּול֙ ְפֵּנ֤י ַהִמְּלָחָמ֙ה ַהֲֽחזָָק֔ ר ָה֣בּו ֶאת־ֽאּוִריָּ֗ ֹ֑ ֶפר ֵלאמ ב ַבֵּסּ֖ ֹּ֥ ח ְבַּי֥ד אּוִריָּֽה׃ טו ַויְִּכת ב ַויְִּשַׁל֖ ֶפר ֶאל־יֹוָא֑ ב ָדִּו֛ד ֵס֖ ֹּ֥ ֶקר ַויְִּכת ֹּ֔ י ַבב יד ַויְִה֣
ה  ם אּוִריָּ֥ ָמת גַּ֖ ד ַויָּ֕ י ָדִו֑ ם ֵמַעְבֵד֣ ל ִמן־ָהָע֖ ֹּ֥ ב ַויִּפ י ָהִעי֙ר ַויִָּלֲּח֣מּו ֶאת־יֹוָא֔ ְצ֜אּו ַאנְֵשׁ֤ יִל ָשֽׁם׃ יז ַויֵּ֨ י ַאנְֵשׁי־ַח֖ ע ִכּ֥ ר יַָד֔ ה ֶאל־ַהָמּקֹו֙ם ֲאֶשׁ֣ יר ַויִֵּתּ֙ן ֶאת־֣אּוִריָּ֔ ב ֶאל־ָהִע֑ י ִבְּשׁ֥מֹור יֹוָא֖ ַויְִה֕

י׃ ַהִחִתּֽ

2 Late one afternoon, David rose from his couch and strolled on the roof of the royal palace; and from the roof he saw 
a woman bathing. The woman was very beautiful, 3 and the king sent someone to make inquiries about the woman. 
He reported, “She is Bathsheba daughter of Eliam [and] wife of Uriah the Hittite.” 4 David sent messengers to fetch her; 
she came to him and he lay with her — she had just purified herself after her period — and she went back home. 5 The 
woman conceived, and she sent word to David, “I am pregnant.” 6 Thereupon David sent a message to Joab, “Send 
Uriah the Hittite to me”; and Joab sent Uriah to David...

10 When David was told that Uriah had not gone down to his house, he said to Uriah, “You just came from a journey; 
why didn’t you go down to your house?” 11 Uriah answered David, “The Ark and Israel and Judah are located at 
Succoth, and my master Joab and Your Majesty’s men are camped in the open; how can I go home and eat and drink 
and sleep with my wife? As you live, by your very life, I will not do this!”...

14 In the morning, David wrote a letter to Joab, which he sent with Uriah. 15 He wrote in the letter as follows: “Place 
Uriah in the front line where the fighting is fiercest; then fall back so that he may be killed.” 16 So when Joab was 
besieging the city, he stationed Uriah at the point where he knew that there were able warriors. 17 The men of the city 
sallied out and attacked Joab, and some of David’s officers among the troops fell; Uriah the Hittite was among those 
who died.

o Ask:

1. In this text, who are the people affected by power’s attraction to beauty? How?

2. We’ve seen that people in positions of power can be especially attracted to beauty. Why do you think that is?

3.  How do powerful people use their position to acquire beautiful people or things? What connection do you see 
here between power, temptation and beauty?

4.  How can this behavior by a powerful person be harmful to a beautiful person? How can it be harmful to the 
powerful person him/herself? To third parties or bystanders?
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In this story, David’s power as king enables him to command Bathsheba to come to him. He was tempted by her 
beauty, and he possessed the power to acquire the beauty he desired. David acted upon his temptation, but there 
were consequences for him, Bathsheba and Uriah. This story illustrates that the combination of power and the desire 
for beauty can be dangerous; David gives into temptation and misuses his power by having Uriah killed.

In Text #9, Rabbi Adin Even-Israel Steinsaltz offers a comment on overcoming temptation. One of the leading scholars 
of this century, Rabbi Steinsaltz is best known for his commentary on the entire Talmud and for his work on Jewish 
mysticism.

Text #9: Rabbi Adin Even-Israel Steinsaltz. Pebbles of Wisdom.

It is not possible objectively to compare men in terms of their transgressions, because this is not the correct gauge 
of worth. One should compare them on the basis of the degree of effort required to overcome temptation.

What for one person is a terrible temptation, on account of his personality or history, is for another of no import 
whatsoever...For a gambler, playing cards has a different weight than for someone who has never played. It is 
always easier to tell someone to overcome a wrong impulse. The question is whether I myself can do as much 
even if I am a very righteous person.

It is not necessarily a matter of correcting conspicuously appalling sin but rather of the ordinary virtuous man’s 
capacity to flee from the passionate urges of his own heart, to avoid the evils of slander and other such seemingly 
trivial modes of behavior like thoughtless speech and careless dealing in money transactions.

o Ask:

1. How does this comment on overcoming temptation influence your understanding of Joseph and King David?

2.  Does power — having the possibility to actually get what you want — make it more difficult to resist  
temptation? How?

3.  Having read these stories, do you think that characters who are tempted by beauty redeem themselves by 
overcoming that temptation?

4.   Are characters who are described as beautiful less beautiful in your estimation when they behave badly?

5. Does beauty matter?

We have seen that beauty can be tempting in many ways — tempting because it brings a person power, or because 
beautiful people are desirable, or because beauty can distract us from the reality of a situation that we may not 
wish to confront. The true measure of a person, according to the Bible and the sages, is in how they handle their 
encounter with the temptations of beauty and power. When beautiful people are given power, or when powerful people 
try to acquire beauty, the consequences of acting on these desires are almost always obscured by the immediate 
gratification of delight. 

A young man is crowned king, but he does not learn what that responsibility is until he fails a test from God. A beautiful 
girl is made a queen, but her influential position has some limitations. A beautiful slave forgets his peril when he is the 
object of temporary infatuation. In each of these situations, beauty and power, once granted, are quickly followed by 
trial or temptation. However much the Bible may seem to associate beauty with the attainment of power or influence, it 
also shows that beauty can be part of a character’s downfall.
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Conclusion (5 minutes)

Looking together at descriptions and stories of Saul, Esther, Joseph, and David offers us different perspectives and 
insights into how the Bible views the complicated relationship between beauty, power and temptation. These examples 
illustrate that beauty can be a pathway to power, beauty can distract someone from power through vanity, and beauty 
can be dangerous to a powerful person and to others. Beauty can lead a person into power and into danger. Beauty 
gives power because people are attracted to the beautiful person, and the beautiful person has power over the 
desirous ones because they want to own or be near that beauty.

o Ask:

1. How do these stories inform how you see the relationship between beauty, power, and temptation?

2.  How relevant do you think these stories are in the 21st century? What practical lessons and insights can you 
learn from the stories we have read today?
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Part One: A Pathway to Power 

Text #1: I Samuel 8:22-9:2.

ל ֶּבן־ְצ֧רֹור  יׁש ֶּבן־ֲאִביֵא֞ ין[ ּ֠וְׁשמֹו ִק֣ יׁש מבן־ימין ]ִמִּבנְיִָמ֗ יׁש ְלִעיֽרֹו׃ ֽוַיְִהי־ִא֣ ל ְל֖כּו ִא֥ י יְִׂשָרֵא֔ אֶמר ְׁשמּוֵאל֙ ֶאל־ַאנְֵׁש֣ ֹ֤ ֶלְך ַוּי ם ֶמ֑ ם ְוִהְמַלְכָּת֥ ָלֶה֖ ע ְּבקֹוָל֔ אֶמר ה׳ ֶאל־ְׁשמּוֵאל֙ ְׁשַמ֣ ֹ֨ ַוּי
ַּה ִמָּכל־ָהָעֽם׃ ֹ֖ ְעָלה  ָּגב ּנּו ִמִּׁשְכ֣מֹו ָוַמ֔ ל ֣טֹוב ִמֶּמ֑ יׁש ִמְּבֵנ֥י יְִׂשָרֵא֖ ין ִא֛ ן ּוְׁש֤מֹו ָׁשאּול֙ ָּב֣חּור ָו֔טֹוב ְוֵא֥ ה ֵב֜ י ִּגּ֖בֹור ָחֽיִל׃ ְולֹו־ָהיָ֨ יׁש יְִמיִנ֑ יַח ֶּבן־ִא֣ ת ֶּבן־ֲאִפ֖ ֶּבן־ְּבכֹוַר֛

22 And the LORD said to Samuel, “Heed their demands and appoint a king for them.” Samuel then said to the men of 
Israel, “All of you go home.” 1 There was a man of Benjamin whose name was Kish son of Abiel son of Zeror son of 
Becorath son of Aphiah, a Benjaminite, a man of substance. 2 He had a son whose name was Saul, an excellent young 
man; no one among the Israelites was handsomer than he; he was a head taller than any of the people. 

Text #2: I Samuel 16:18.
ה ּונְ֥בֹון יׁש ִמְלָחָמ֛ יִל ְוִא֧ ֵּגן ְוגִּ֨בֹור ַח֜ ַע נַ֠ ית ַהַּלְחִמ֒י יֵֹד֣ ן ְליִַׁש֮י ֵּב֣ יִתי ֵּב֣ ה ָרִא֜ אֶמר ִהּנֵ֨ ֹ֗ ים ַוּי ד ֵמַהּנְָעִר֜  ַוּיַַע֩ן ֶאָח֨

ַאר ַוה׳  ִעּֽמֹו׃ ֹ֑ יׁש ּת ר ְוִא֣ ָּדָב֖

One of the attendants spoke up, “I have observed a son of Jesse the Bethlehemite [David] who is skilled in music; he 
is a stalwart fellow and a warrior, sensible in speech, and handsome in appearance, and the LORD is with him.”

Text #3: Esther 2:2-4; 2:7; 2:16-17.

ן  ה ֶאל־ׁשּוַשׁ֤ ת ַמְרֶא֜ תּוָלה טֹוַב֨ ה־ְב֠ ֶלְך ְפִּקיִדי֮ם ְבָּכל־ְמִדי֣נֹות ַמְלכּותֹ֒ו ְויְִקְבּ֣צּו ֶאת־ָכּל־נֲַעָרֽ ד ַהֶמּ֣ ֶלְך נְָע֥רֹות ְבּתּו֖לֹות טֹו֥בֹות ַמְרֶאֽה׃ ג ְויְַפֵק֨ יו יְַבְקׁ֥שּו ַלֶמּ֛ ֶלְך ְמָשְׁרָת֑ י־ַהֶמּ֖ ב ַויֹּאְמ֥רּו נֲַעֵרֽ
ַעׂש ֵכּֽן׃... ֶלְך ַויַּ֥ ר ְבֵּעיֵנ֥י ַהֶמּ֖ ב ַהָדָּב֛ י ַויִּיַט֧ ַחת ַוְשִׁתּ֑ ֶלְך ִתְּמֹ֖לְך ַתּ֣ ר ִתּיַט֙ב ְבֵּעיֵנ֣י ַהֶמּ֔ ה ֲאֶשׁ֤ ים ְונָ֖תֹון ַתְּמרּוֵקיֶהֽן׃ ד ְוַהֽנֲַּעָר֗ ר ַהנִָּשׁ֑ ֶלְך שֵֹׁמ֣ יס ַהֶמּ֖ ים ֶאל־ַי֥ד ֵהֶג֛א ְסִר֥ ית ַהנִָּשׁ֔ ַהִבּיָר֙ה ֶאל־ֵבּ֣

ֶלְך  ר ֶאל־ַהֶמּ֤ ח ֶאְסֵתּ֜ ּה ָמְרֳדַּכ֛י ֖לֹו ְלַבֽת׃...טז ַוִתָּלַּק֨ ּה ְלָקָח֧ יָה֙ ְוִאָמּ֔ ה ּוְב֤מֹות ָאִב֙ ת ַמְרֶא֔ ַא֙ר ְוטֹוַב֣ ֹּ֙ ה יְַפת־ת ם ְוַהנֲַּעָר֤ ב ָוֵא֑ ין ָלּ֖ה ָא֣ י ֵא֥ יא ֶאְסֵתּ֙ר ַבּת־דֹּ֔דֹו ִכּ֛ ה ִה֤ ן ֶאת־ֲהַדָסּ֗ י אֵֹמ֜ ז ַויְִה֨
ֶשׂם ֶכֶּֽתר־ ֶסד ְלָפָנ֖יו ִמָכּל־ַהְבּתּוֹ֑לת ַויָּ֤ ן ָוֶח֛ ים ַוִתָּשּׂא־ֵח֥ ֶלְך ֶאת־ֶאְסֵתּ֙ר ִמָכּל־ַהנִָּשׁ֔ ב ַהֶמּ֤ ַבע ְלַמְלכּוֽתֹו׃ יז ַויֱֶּאַה֨ ת ִבְּשׁנַת־ֶשׁ֖ ֶדׁש ֵטֵב֑ ֹ֣ י הּוא־ח ֶדׁש ָהֲעִשׂיִר֖ ֹ֥ ית ַמְלכּו֔תֹו ַבּח ֲאַחְשֵׁורֹוׁ֙ש ֶאל־ֵבּ֣

י׃ ַחת ַוְשִׁתּֽ ָה ַתּ֥ ּה ַויְַּמִליֶכ֖ ַמְלכּו֙ת ְבּרֹאָשׁ֔

2 The king’s [Ahasuerus] servants who attended him said, “Let beautiful young virgins be sought out for Your Majesty. 
3 Let your Majesty appoint officers in every province of your realm to assemble all the beautiful young virgins at the 
fortress Shushan, in the harem under the supervision of Hege, the king’s eunuch, guardian of the women. Let them 
be provided with their cosmetics. 4 And let the maiden who pleases Your Majesty be queen instead of Vashti.” The 
proposal pleased the king, and he acted upon it…

7 He [Mordecai] was foster father to Hadassah — that is Esther — his uncle’s daughter, for she had neither father nor 
mother. The maiden was shapely and beautiful and when her father and mother died, Mordecai adopted her as his 
own daughter...16 Esther was taken to King Ahasuerus, in his royal palace, in the tenth month, which is the month 
of Tebeth, in the seventh year of his reign. 17 The king loved Esther more than all the other women, and she won his 
grace and favor more than all the virgins. So he set a royal diadem on her head and made her queen instead of Vashti.

Text #4: I Samuel 16:7.

ה ַלֵלָּבֽב׃ יִם ַוה׳  יְִרֶא֥ ה ַלֵעינַ֔ י ָהָֽאָד֙ם יְִרֶא֣ ם ִכּ֤ ר יְִרֶא֙ה ָהָאָד֔ י ׀ ֹ֗לא ֲאֶשׁ֤ יהּו ִכּ֣ י ְמַאְסִתּ֑ ַהּ קֹוָמ֖תֹו ִכּ֣ ֹ֥ הּו ְוֶאל־גְּב ט ֶאל־ַמְרֵא֛ ל ַאל־ַתֵּבּ֧ אֶמר ה׳ ֶאל־ְשׁמּוֵא֗ ֹּ֨ ַוי

But the LORD said to Samuel, “Pay no attention to his appearance or his stature, for I have rejected him. For not as 
man sees [does the LORD see]; man sees only what is visible, but the LORD sees into the heart.”
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Part Two: Your Own Beauty Can be Dangerous to You

Text #5: Genesis 39:6-20. 

ן  יו ֵה֣ ֶשׁת ֲאדֹנָ֔ ֹּ֙אֶמ֙ר ֶאל־ֵא֣ ן ׀ ַוי י׃ ח ַויְָמֵא֓ ה ִעִמּֽ אֶמר ִשְׁכָב֥ ֹּ֖ ף ַות יָה ֶאל־יֹוֵס֑ א ֵאֶֽשׁת־ֲאדָֹנ֛יו ֶאת־ֵעיֶנ֖ ֶלּה ַוִתָּשּׂ֧ ים ָהֵא֔ י ַאַח֙ר ַהְדָּבִר֣ ה ַמְרֶאֽה׃ ז ַויְִה֗ ַאר ִויֵפ֥ ֹ֖ ף יְֵפה־ת י יֹוֵס֔ ו  ַויְִה֣
ה  ה ָהָרָע֤ יְך ֶאֱֽעֶשׂ֜ ר ַאְתּ־ִאְשּׁ֑תֹו ְוֵא֨ ְך ַבֲּאֶשׁ֣ י ִאם־אֹוָת֖ נִּ֙י ְמ֔אּוָמה ִכּ֥ ְך ִמֶמּ֙ יִת ַהזֶּ֮ה ִמֶמּנִּ֒י ְוֹֽלא־ָחַשׂ֤ ּנּו גָ֜דֹול ַבַּבּ֣ ן ְבּיִָדֽי׃ ט ֵאינֶ֨ ל ֲאֶשׁר־יֶׁש־֖לֹו נַָת֥ ֹ֥ יִת ְוכ י ַמה־ַבָּבּ֑ ע ִאִתּ֖ י ֹלא־יַָד֥ ֲאדֹנִ֔

ּה׃ ּה ִלְה֥יֹות ִעָמּֽ ב ֶאְצָל֖ ע ֵאֶל֛יָה ִלְשַׁכּ֥ ף ֣יֹום ׀ ֑יֹום ְוֹלא־ָשַׁמ֥ ּה ֶאל־יֹוֵס֖ י ְכַּדְבָּר֥ אִתי ֵלֱֽאֹלקים׃ י ַויְִה֕ את ְוָחָט֖ ֹּ֔ ַהגְּדָֹל֙ה ַהז

א ַהֽחּוָצה׃ יג  נָס ַויֵֵּצ֥ ּה ַויָּ֖ ב ִבּגְדֹ֙ו ְבּיָָד֔ ֹ֤ י ַויֲַּעז ה ִעִמּ֑ ר ִשְׁכָב֣ ֹ֖ הּו ְבִּבגְ֛דֹו ֵלאמ יִת׃ יב ַוִתְּתְפֵּשׂ֧ ם ַבָּבּֽ יִת ָשׁ֖ י ַהַבּ֛ יׁש ֵמַאנְֵשׁ֥ ין ִא֜ יְָתה ַלֲעׂ֣שֹות ְמַלאְכּ֑תֹו ְוֵא֨ א ַהַבּ֖ ֹ֥ ה ַויָּב יא ַויְִה֙י ְכַּהּ֣יֹום ַהזֶּ֔
א ְבּ֥קֹול  י ָוֶאְקָר֖ ב ִעִמּ֔ א ֵאַל֙י ִלְשַׁכּ֣ נּו ָבּ֤ ֶחק ָבּ֑ י ְלַצ֣ יׁש ִעְבִר֖ ִביא ָל֛נּו ִא֥ ר ְר֗אּו ֵה֥ ֹ֔ אֶמר ָלֶה֙ם ֵלאמ ֹּ֤ ּה ַות י ֵביָת֗ א ְלַאנְֵשׁ֣ נָס ַהֽחּוָצה׃ יד ַוִתְּקָר֞ ּה ַויָּ֖ י־ָעַז֥ב ִבּגְ֖דֹו ְבּיָָד֑ ּה ִכּֽ ַויְִה֙י ִכְּראֹוָת֔

יו ֶאל־ֵבּיֽתֹו׃ ּה ַעד־ּ֥בֹוא ֲאדָֹנ֖ ח ִבּגְ֖דֹו ֶאְצָל֑ א ַהֽחּוָצה׃ טז ַוַתּנַּ֥ נָס ַויֵֵּצ֥ י ַויָּ֖ ב ִבּגְדֹ֙ו ֶאְצִל֔ ֹ֤ א ַויֲַּעז י ָוֶאְקָר֑ ִתי קֹוִל֖ ֹ֥ י־ֲהִרימ י ְכָשְׁמ֔עֹו ִכּֽ גָּֽדֹול׃ טו ַויְִה֣

ַע  ֹ֨ נָס ַהֽחּוָצה׃ יט ַויְִה֩י ִכְשׁמ י ַויָּ֥ ב ִבּגְ֛דֹו ֶאְצִל֖ ֹ֥ א ַויֲַּעז י ָוֶאְקָר֑ י קֹוִל֖ י ַכֲּהִריִמ֥ י׃ יח ַויְִה֕ ֶחק ִבּֽ נּו ְלַצ֥ אָת ָלּ֖ י ֲאֶשׁר־ֵהֵב֥ ֶבד ָהִֽעְבִר֛ י ָהֶע֧ א־ֵאַל֞ ר ָבּֽ ֹ֑ ֶלּה ֵלאמ ים ָהֵא֖ יו ַכְּדָּבִר֥ ר ֵאָל֔ יז ַוְתַּדֵבּ֣
י[  ַהר ְמ֕קֹום ֲאֶשׁר־אסורי ]ֲאִסיֵר֥ ֹּ֔ ית ַהס הּ֙ו ֶאל־ֵבּ֣ ְִּתּנֵ֙ ף אֹ֗תֹו ַוֽי י יֹוֵס֜ ַחר ַאּֽפֹו׃ כ ַויִַּקּ֩ח ֲאדֹנֵ֨ ָך ַויִּ֖ י ַעְבֶדּ֑ ָשּׂה ִל֖ ֶלּה ָע֥ ים ָהֵא֔ ר ַכְּדָּבִר֣ ֹ֔ ה ֵאָלי֙ו ֵלאמ ר ִדְּבָּר֤ י ִאְשּׁ֗תֹו ֲאֶשׁ֨ יו ֶאת־ִדְּבֵר֣ ֲאדֹנָ֜

ַהר׃ ֹּֽ ית ַהס ם ְבֵּב֥ ים ַוֽיְִהי־ָשׁ֖ ֶלְך ֲאסּוִר֑ ַהֶמּ֖

...6 He [Potiphar] left all that he had in Joseph’s hands and with him there, he paid attention to nothing save the food 
that he ate. Now Joseph was well built and handsome. 7 After a time, his master’s wife cast her eyes upon Joseph and 
said, “Lie with me.” 8 But he refused. He said to his master’s wife, “Look, with me here, my master gives no thought 
to anything in this house, and all that he owns he has placed in my hands. 9 He wields no more authority in this house 
than I, and he has withheld nothing from me except yourself, since you are his wife. How then could I do this most 
wicked thing, and sin before God?” 10 And much as she coaxed Joseph day after day, he did not yield to her request 
to lie beside her, to be with her. 

11 One such day, he came into the house to do his work. None of the household being there inside, 12 she caught 
hold of him by his garment and said, “Lie with me!” But he left his garment in her hand and got away and fled outside. 
13 When she saw that he had left it in her hand and had fled outside, 14 she called out to her servants and said to 
them, “Look, he had to bring us a Hebrew to dally with us! This one came to lie with me; but I screamed loud. 15 And 
when he heard me screaming at the top of my voice, he left his garment with me and got away and fled outside.” 16 
She kept his garment beside her, until his master came home. 

17 Then she told him the same story, saying, “The Hebrew slave whom you brought into our house came to me to 
dally with me; 18 but when I screamed at the top of my voice, he left his garment with me and fled outside.” 19 When 
his master heard the story that his wife told him, namely, “Thus and so your slave did to me,” he was furious. 20 So 
Joseph’s master had him put in prison, where the king’s prisoners were confined.

Text #6: Midrash Tanchuma, Vayeshev 8. 

כיון שראה רבו כן, מסר לו את כל המפתחות ולא היה יודע אחריו כלום, שכן אומר, הן אדני לא ידע אתי מה בבית. כיון שראה יוסף את עצמו בכך, התחיל אוכל 
ושותה, מסלסל בשערו, ואומר ברוך הוא, אביך מתאבל עליך בשק ואפר, ואתה אוכל ושותה ומסלסל בשערך, הרי אדונתך מזדוגת לך ומצרה לך. לכך כתיב: ׳ותשא 

אשת אדניו.׳ ׳וימאן.׳

23

www.theglobalday.com

SOURCESHEET Beauty, Power and Temptation

THE GLOBAL DAY OF JEWISH LEARNING                                               November 12, 2017     www.theglobalday.org          
 



2424

Title

When his master became aware of this, he entrusted him with the keys of the household, and concerned himself 
no longer with any household matters, as is said: Behold, my master, having me, knoweth not what is in the house 
(Genesis 39:8). As soon as he realized his own importance, he began to eat, drink, and curl his hair, and say: “Blessed 
be the Omnipotent One who has caused me to forget my father’s house.” Whereupon the Holy One, blessed be He, 
rebuked him, saying: “Your father mourns for you in sackcloth and ashes, but you eat and drink and curl your hair; 
therefore, your mistress will impose herself on you and will torment you. Hence it is written: His master’s wife cast her 
eyes upon Joseph (ibid., v. 7). But he refused (ibid., v. 8).

Text #7: Rashi. Commentary on Genesis 39:6.

 ויהי יוסף יפה תואר — ֵכּיָון ֶשָׁרָאה ַעְצמֹו מֹוֵשׁל, ִהְתִחיל אֹוֵכל ְוׁשֹוֶתה ּוְמַסְלֵסל ְבַּשֲֹערֹו ָאַמר  ַהָקָּבּ”ה:  ָאִביָך ִמְתַאֵבּל, ְוַאָתּה ְמַסְלֵסל ִבְּשָֹעֶרָך, ֲאנִי ְמגֶָרה ְבָך ֶאת
ַהּדֹוב

AND JOSEPH WAS OF BEAUTIFUL FORM — As soon as he saw that he was ruler (in the house) he began to eat and 
drink and curl his hair. The Holy One, blessed be He, said to him, “Your father is mourning and you curl your hair! I will 
let a bear loose against you”.

Part Three: Tempted by Beauty

Text #8: 2 Samuel 11:2-6, 10-11, 16-17.

אֶמר ֲהלֹוא־ ֹּ֗ ה ַוי ׁש ָלִֽאָשּׁ֑ ֹ֖ ד ַויְִּדר ד׃ ג ַויְִּשַׁל֣ח ָדִּו֔ ֹֽ ה ְמא ת ַמְרֶא֖ ה טֹוַב֥ ִאָשּׁ֔ ג ְוָה֣ ל ַהגָּ֑ ֶצת ֵמַע֣ ה רֶֹח֖ ְרא ִאָשּׁ֛ ֶלְך ַויַּ֥ ג ֵבּית־ַהֶמּ֔ ל ִמְשָׁכּבֹ֙ו ַויְִּתַהֵלְּ֙ך ַעל־גַּ֣ ד ֵמַע֤ ָקם ָדִּו֜ ֶרב ַויָּ֨ ת ָהֶע֗ י ׀ ְלֵע֣ ב ַויְִה֣
ה ַוִתְּשַׁל֙ח  ַהר ָהִֽאָשּׁ֑ ָשׁב ֶאל־ֵבּיָתּֽה׃ ה ַוַתּ֖ ּה ַוָתּ֖ ֶשׁת ִמֻטְּמָאָת֑ יא ִמְתַקֶדּ֖ ּה ְוִה֥ ב ִעָמּ֔ ָה ַוָתּ֤בֹוא ֵאָלי֙ו ַויְִּשַׁכּ֣ ים ַויִָּקֶּח֗ ד ַמְלָאִכ֜ י׃ ד ַויְִּשַׁל֩ח ָדִּו֨ ה ַהִחִתּֽ ֶשׁת אּוִריָּ֥ ם ֵא֖ ַבע ַבּת־ֱאִליָע֔ זֹא֙ת ַבּת־ֶשׁ֣

ה ֶאל־ָדִּוֽד׃ ב ֶאת־ֽאּוִריָּ֖ י ַויְִּשַׁל֥ח יֹוָא֛ ה ַהִחִתּ֑ י ֶאת־ֽאּוִריָּ֖ ב ְשַׁל֣ח ֵאַל֔ ה ָאנִֹֽכי׃ ו ַויְִּשַׁל֤ח ָדִּו֙ד ֶאל־יֹוָא֔ אֶמר ָהָר֥ ֹּ֖ ד ַות ד ְלָדִו֔ ַוַתּגֵּ֣

ה  ל ִוֽיהּוָד֜ ָארֹון ְויְִשָׂרֵא֨ ד ָה֠ ה ֶאל־ָדִּו֗ אֶמר אּוִריָּ֜ ֹּ֨ ְדָתּ ֶאל־ֵבּיֶתָֽך׃ יא ַוי א ַמּ֖דּוַע ֹֽלא־יַָר֥ ה ָב֔ ֶרְ֙ך ַאָתּ֣ ה ֲה֤לֹוא ִמֶדּ֙ ד ֶאל־אּוִריָּ֗ אֶמר ָדִּו֜ ֹּ֨ ה ֶאל־ֵבּי֑תֹו ַוי ד אּוִריָּ֖ ר ֹֽלא־יַָר֥ ֹ֔ דּו ְלָדִו֙ד ֵלאמ י ַויַּגִּ֤
ר ַהזֶּֽה׃ ה ֶאת־ַהָדָּב֥ ָך ִאֽם־ֶאֱעֶשׂ֖ י נְַפֶשׁ֔ ָ֙ך ְוֵח֣ י ַחיֶּ֙ ב ִעם־ִאְשִׁתּ֑ ל ְוִלְשּׁ֖תֹות ְוִלְשַׁכּ֣ ֹ֥ י ֶלֱאכ י ָא֧בֹוא ֶאל־ֵבּיִת֛ ים ַוֲאנִ֞ י ַעל־ְפֵּנ֤י ַהָשֶּׂד֙ה חֹנִ֔ י ֲאדֹנִ֨ ב ְוַעְבֵד֤ י יֹוָא֜ ים ַבֻּסּּ֗כֹות ַואדֹנִ֨ יְֹשִׁב֣

ה ָוֵמֽת׃ )ס( טז  יו ְונִָכּ֥ ם ֵמַאֲחָר֖ ה ְוַשְׁבֶתּ֥ ה ֶאל־מּול֙ ְפֵּנ֤י ַהִמְּלָחָמ֙ה ַהֲֽחזָָק֔ ר ָה֣בּו ֶאת־ֽאּוִריָּ֗ ֹ֑ ֶפר ֵלאמ ב ַבֵּסּ֖ ֹּ֥ ח ְבַּי֥ד אּוִריָּֽה׃ טו ַויְִּכת ב ַויְִּשַׁל֖ ֶפר ֶאל־יֹוָא֑ ב ָדִּו֛ד ֵס֖ ֹּ֥ ֶקר ַויְִּכת ֹּ֔ י ַבב יד ַויְִה֣
ה  ם אּוִריָּ֥ ָמת גַּ֖ ד ַויָּ֕ י ָדִו֑ ם ֵמַעְבֵד֣ ל ִמן־ָהָע֖ ֹּ֥ ב ַויִּפ י ָהִעי֙ר ַויִָּלֲּח֣מּו ֶאת־יֹוָא֔ ְצ֜אּו ַאנְֵשׁ֤ יִל ָשֽׁם׃ יז ַויֵּ֨ י ַאנְֵשׁי־ַח֖ ע ִכּ֥ ר יַָד֔ ה ֶאל־ַהָמּקֹו֙ם ֲאֶשׁ֣ יר ַויִֵּתּ֙ן ֶאת־֣אּוִריָּ֔ ב ֶאל־ָהִע֑ י ִבְּשׁ֥מֹור יֹוָא֖ ַויְִה֕

י׃ ַהִחִתּֽ

2 Late one afternoon, David rose from his couch and strolled on the roof of the royal palace; and from the roof he saw a 
woman bathing. The woman was very beautiful, 3 and the king sent someone to make inquiries about the woman. He 
reported, “She is Bathsheba daughter of Eliam [and] wife of Uriah the Hittite.” 4 David sent messengers to fetch her; she 
came to him and he lay with her — she had just purified herself after her period — and she went back home. 5 The woman 
conceived, and she sent word to David, “I am pregnant.” 6 Thereupon David sent a message to Joab, “Send Uriah the 
Hittite to me”; and Joab sent Uriah to David...10 When David was told that Uriah had not gone down to his house, he said 
to Uriah, “You just came from a journey; why didn’t you go down to your house?” 11 Uriah answered David, “The Ark and 
Israel and Judah are located at Succoth, and my master Joab and Your Majesty’s men are camped in the open; how can 
I go home and eat and drink and sleep with my wife? As you live, by your very life, I will not do this!”...14 In the morning, 
David wrote a letter to Joab, which he sent with Uriah. 15 He wrote in the letter as follows: “Place Uriah in the front line 
where the fighting is fiercest; then fall back so that he may be killed.” 16 So when Joab was besieging the city, he stationed 
Uriah at the point where he knew that there were able warriors. 17 The men of the city sallied out and attacked Joab, and 
some of David’s officers among the troops fell; Uriah the Hittite was among those who died.
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Text #9: Rabbi Adin Even-Israel Steinsaltz. Pebbles of Wisdom.

It is not possible objectively to compare men in terms of their transgressions, because this is not the correct gauge of 
worth. One should compare them on the basis of the degree of effort required to overcome temptation.

What for one person is a terrible temptation, on account of his personality or history, is for another of no import 
whatsoever...For a gambler, playing cards has a different weight than for someone who has never played. It is always 
easier to tell someone to overcome a wrong impulse. The question is whether I myself can do as much even if I am a very 
righteous person.

It is not necessarily a matter of correcting conspicuously appalling sin but rather of the ordinary virtuous man’s 
capacity to flee from the passionate urges of his own heart, to avoid the evils of slander and other such seemingly 
trivial modes of behavior like thoughtless speech and careless dealing in money transactions.
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