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Numbers Chapter 5 ר בַּ ִמדְּ  בְּ

ר ְיהָוה  יא  :and the LORD spoke unto Moses, saying 11 .ֹמֶשה לֵּאֹמר-ֶאל, ַוְיַדבֵּ

ר ֶאל  יב ל-ַדבֵּ ְוָאַמְרָת , ְבנֵּי ִיְשָראֵּ
ֶהם , ִתְשֶטה ִאְשתוֹ -ִאיש ִאיש ִכי  :ֲאלֵּ

 .ּוָמֲעָלה בֹו ָמַעל

12 Speak unto the children of Israel, and say unto them: If 

any man's wife go aside, and act unfaithfully against him, 

ְוֶנְעַלם , ֶזַרע-ִשְכַבת, ְוָשַכב ִאיש ֹאָתּה  יג
י ִאיָשּה ינֵּ עֵּ ; ְוִנְסְתָרה ְוִהיא ִנְטָמָאה, מֵּ
ין ָבּה ד אֵּ  .ְוִהוא ֹלא ִנְתָפָשה, ְועֵּ

13 and a man lie with her carnally, and it be hid from the 

eyes of her husband, she being defiled secretly, and there be 

no witness against her, neither she be taken in the act; 

-ִקְנָאה ְוִקנֵּא ֶאת-ְוָעַבר ָעָליו רּוחַ   יד
ָליו ָעַבר עָ -אוֹ ; ְוִהוא ִנְטָמָאה, ִאְשתוֹ 

ְוִהיא ֹלא , ִאְשתוֹ -ִקְנָאה ְוִקנֵּא ֶאת-רּוחַ 
 .ִנְטָמָאה

14 and the spirit of jealousy come upon him, and he be 

jealous of his wife, and she be defiled; or if the spirit of 

jealousy come upon him, and he be jealous of his wife, and 

she be not defiled; 

ִביא ָהִאיש ֶאת  טו -ֶאל, ִאְשתוֹ -ְוהֵּ
ן ִביא ֶאת, ַהֹכהֵּ ֲעִשיִרת , ָקְרָבָנּה ָעֶליהָ -ְוהֵּ

יָפה ֶקַמח ְשֹעִרים ִיֹצק ָעָליו -ֹלא; ָהאֵּ
ן ָעָליו ְלֹבָנה-ְוֹלא, ֶשֶמן ִמְנַחת -ִכי--ִיתֵּ

 .ֹןִמְנַחת ִזָכרֹון ַמְזֶכֶרת ָעו, ְקָנֹאת הּוא

15 then shall the man bring his wife unto the priest, and shall 

bring her offering for her, the tenth part of an ephah of barley 

meal; he shall pour no oil upon it, nor put frankincense 

thereon; for it is a meal-offering of jealousy, a meal-offering 

of memorial, bringing iniquity to remembrance. 

ן, ְוִהְקִריב ֹאָתּה  טז , ְוֶהֱעִמָדּה; ַהֹכהֵּ
י ְיהָוה  .ִלְפנֵּ

16 And the priest shall bring her near, and set her before the 

LORD. 

ן ַמִים ְקֹדִשים  יז -ִבְכִלי, ְוָלַקח ַהֹכהֵּ
ִיְהֶיה ְבַקְרַקע ֲאֶשר , ֶהָעָפר-ּוִמן; ָחֶרש

ן, ַהִמְשָכן  .ַהָמִים-ְוָנַתן ֶאל, ִיַקח ַהֹכהֵּ

17 And the priest shall take holy water in an earthen vessel; 

and of the dust that is on the floor of the tabernacle the priest 

shall take, and put it into the water. 

ן ֶאתְוֶהֱעִמיד הַ   יח י , ָהִאָשה-ֹכהֵּ ִלְפנֵּ
-ְוָנַתן ַעל, ֹראש ָהִאָשה-ּוָפַרע ֶאת, ְיהָוה

ת ִמְנַחת ַהִזָכרֹון ִמְנַחת ְקָנֹאת  ַכֶפיָה אֵּ
ן ִיְהיּו; ִהוא י ַהָמִרים , ּוְבַיד ַהֹכהֵּ מֵּ

 .ַהְמָאְרִרים

18 And the priest shall set the woman before the LORD, and 

let the hair of the woman's head go loose, and put the meal-

offering of memorial in her hands, which is the meal-offering 

of jealousy; and the priest shall have in his hand the water of 

bitterness that causeth the curse. 

ן  יט -ר ֶאלְוָאמַ , ְוִהְשִביַע ֹאָתּה ַהֹכהֵּ
-ְוִאם, ֹלא ָשַכב ִאיש ֹאָתְך-ָהִאָשה ִאם

ְך, ֹלא ָשִטית ֻטְמָאה , ִהָנִקי--ַתַחת ִאישֵּ
ֶלה י ַהָמִרים ַהְמָאְרִרים ָהאֵּ  .ִממֵּ

19 And the priest shall cause her to swear, and shall say unto 

the woman: 'If no man have lain with thee, and if thou hast 

not gone aside to uncleanness, being under thy husband, be 

thou free from this water of bitterness that causeth the curse; 

ְך ,ְוַאְת   כ ְוִכי --ִכי ָשִטית ַתַחת ִאישֵּ
את ן ִאיש ָבְך ֶאת; ִנְטמֵּ , ְשָכְבתוֹ -ַוִיתֵּ

ְך י ִאישֵּ  .ִמַבְלֲעדֵּ

20 but if thou hast gone aside, being under thy husband, and 

if thou be defiled, and some man have lain with thee besides 

thy husband-- 
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ן ֶאתְוִהְש   כא ִבְשֻבַעת , ָהִאָשה-ִביַע ַהֹכהֵּ
ן ָלִאָשה, ָהָאָלה ן ְיהָוה , ְוָאַמר ַהֹכהֵּ ִיתֵּ

ְך ת --אֹוָתְך ְלָאָלה ְוִלְשֻבָעה ְבתֹוְך ַעמֵּ ְבתֵּ
ְך ֹנֶפֶלת-ְיהָוה ֶאת כֵּ  .ִבְטנְֵּך ָצָבה-ְוֶאת, ְירֵּ

21 then the priest shall cause the woman to swear with the 

oath of cursing, and the priest shall say unto the woman--the 

LORD make thee a curse and an oath among thy people, 

when the LORD doth make thy thigh to fall away, and thy 

belly to swell; 

ֶלה  כב , ּוָבאּו ַהַמִים ַהְמָאְרִרים ָהאֵּ
ַעִיְך ְך, ַלְצבֹות ֶבֶטן, ְבמֵּ ; ְוַלְנִפל ָירֵּ

ן, ְוָאְמָרה ָהִאָשה ן ָאמֵּ  .ָאמֵּ

22 and this water that causeth the curse shall go into thy 

bowels, and make thy belly to swell, and thy thigh to fall 

away'; and the woman shall say: 'Amen, Amen.' 

ֶלהָהאָ -ְוָכַתב ֶאת  כג ן, ֹלת ָהאֵּ --ַהֹכהֵּ
ֶפר י ַהָמִרים-ֶאל, ּוָמָחה; ַבסֵּ  .מֵּ

23 And the priest shall write these curses in a scroll, and he 

shall blot them out into the water of bitterness. 

י -ֶאת, ָהִאָשה-ֶאת, ְוִהְשָקה  כד מֵּ
ַמִים ּוָבאּו ָבּה הַ ; ַהְמָאְרִרים, ַהָמִרים

 .ְלָמִרים, ַהְמָאְרִרים

24 And he shall make the woman drink the water of 

bitterness that causeth the curse; and the water that causeth 

the curse shall enter into her and become bitter. 

ן ִמַיד ָהִאָשה  כה ת ִמְנַחת , ְוָלַקח ַהֹכהֵּ אֵּ
ִניף ֶאת; ַהְקָנֹאת , ַהִמְנָחה ִלְפנֵּי ְיהָוה-ְוהֵּ

חַ -ְוִהְקִריב ֹאָתּה ֶאל  .ַהִמְזבֵּ

25 And the priest shall take the meal-offering of jealousy out 

of the woman's hand, and shall wave the meal-offering before 

the LORD, and bring it unto the altar. 

ן ִמןְוָקַמץ   כו -ַהִמְנָחה ֶאת-ַהֹכהֵּ
ָחה, ַאְזָכָרָתּה ְוַאַחר ; ְוִהְקִטיר ַהִמְזבֵּ

 .ַהָמִים-ֶאת, ָהִאָשה-ַיְשֶקה ֶאת

26 And the priest shall take a handful of the meal-offering, as 

the memorial-part thereof, and make it smoke upon the altar, 

and afterward shall make the woman drink the water. 

-ְוָהְיָתה ִאם, ַהַמִים-ְוִהְשָקּה ֶאת  כז
ּוָבאּו ָבּה --ִנְטְמָאה ַוִתְמֹעל ַמַעל ְבִאיָשּה

ְוָצְבָתה ִבְטָנּה , ַהַמִים ַהְמָאְרִרים ְלָמִרים
ָכּה , ְוָהְיָתה ָהִאָשה ְלָאָלה; ְוָנְפָלה ְירֵּ
 .ְבֶקֶרב ַעָמּה

27 And when he hath made her drink the water, then it shall 

come to pass, if she be defiled, and have acted unfaithfully 

against her husband, that the water that causeth the curse 

shall enter into her and become bitter, and her belly shall 

swell, and her thigh shall fall away; and the woman shall be a 

curse among her people. 

ּוְטֹהָרה , ֹלא ִנְטְמָאה ָהִאָשה-ְוִאם  כח
 .ְוִנְזְרָעה ָזַרע, ְוִנְקָתה--ִהוא

28 And if the woman be not defiled, but be clean; then she 

shall be cleared, and shall conceive seed. 

ֲאֶשר ִתְשֶטה , ַהְקָנֹאת, ֹזאת תֹוַרת  טכ
 .ְוִנְטָמָאה, ִאָשה ַתַחת ִאיָשּה

29 This is the law of jealousy, when a wife, being under her 

husband, goeth aside, and is defiled; 

ֲאֶשר ַתֲעֹבר ָעָליו רּוַח , אֹו ִאיש  ל
-ְוֶהֱעִמיד ֶאת; וֹ ִאְשת-ְוִקנֵּא ֶאת--ִקְנָאה

ן, ִלְפנֵּי ְיהָוה, ָהִאָשה , ְוָעָשה ָלּה ַהֹכהֵּ
ת ָכל  .ַהתֹוָרה ַהֹזאת-אֵּ

30 or when the spirit of jealousy cometh upon a man, and he 

be jealous over his wife; then shall he set the woman before 

the LORD, and the priest shall execute upon her all this law. 

ָעו, ְוִנָקה ָהִאיש  לא , ְוָהִאָשה ַהִהוא; ֹןמֵּ
 {פ}  .ָֹנּהֲעו-ִתָשא ֶאת

31 And the man shall be clear from iniquity, and that woman 

shall bear her iniquity.{P} 
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MISHNAH SOTAH CHAPTER 1 

1. A man who warns his wife: Rabbi Eliezer says: he warns her [of his suspicions] 

before two [witnesses], and he makes her drink [the bitter waters] on the 

testimony of one witness or by his own testimony. Rabbi Yehoshua says: he 

warns her before two witnesses and makes her drink on the testimony of two 

[witnesses]. 

2. How does he warn her? If he says to her before two [witnesses]: "Do not 

speak with a certain man," and she speaks with him, she is still permitted to 
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her house [her husband] and permitted to eat Terumah [if she is married to a 

priest]. If she meets with him secretly in a house and stays with him long 

enough to become impure, she is forbidden to her house [her husband] and 

forbidden to eat Terumah. And if [her husband] dies [childless], she performs 

the Chalitza ceremony [of release from Levirate marriage] and does not 

contract a Levirate marriage. 

3. And these [women] are forbidden to eat Terumah: one who says "I am impure 

for you"; one for whom witnesses testified that she was impure; one who says 

"I will not drink [the bitter waters]"; one whose husband does not wish to 

make her drink [the bitter waters]; one whose husband had relations with her 

on the way [to the court where the Sotah ceremony would be performed]. And 

how does he act towards her? He brings her to the court that is in that place, 

and they assign him two wise scholars, lest he have relations with her on the 

way. Rabbi Yehudah says: her husband is trusted regarding her.  

4. They would bring her to the high court in Jerusalem, and they intimid ate her 

in the way they would intimidate witnesses in capital cases. And they say to 

her, "My daughter, wine does much, levity does much, youth does much, bad 

neighbors do much. Act for the sake of His Great Name written in holiness, so 

that it will not be erased by the water." And they speak before her about 

things that she is not worthy to hear, she and the entire family of her father's 

house. 

5. If she says "I am impure," she breaks her  Ketubah [monetary settlement 

payable to a married woman upon divorce or the death of her husband], and 

she departs. And if she says "I am pure," they bring her up to the eastern gate 

by the entrance of the Gate of Nicanor, where the Sotot[suspected 

adulteresses, warned by their husbands against seclusion with a particular 

man] are made to drink, where they purify women after childbirth, and where 

they purify metzoraim [people afflicted with a disfiguring skin disease]. And a 

priest grasps her garment--if it tears, it tears; if it unravels, it unravels --till he 

has bared her bosom, and he loosens her hair. Rabbi Yehudah says: if her 

bosom is beautiful, he does not bare it; if her hair is beautiful, he does not 

loosen it. 

6. If she was clothed in white, they clothe her in black. If there were golden 

jewels on her, necklaces, nose-rings and finger-rings, they remove them from 

her so as to disgrace her. And after that he takes a twisted rope and ties it 

above her breasts. And all those who wish to see, come to see, apart from her 

manservants and maidservants, for she is haughty toward them. And all the 

women are permitted to see her, as it says "And all the women will be warned 

not to act according to your lewdness." (Ezekiel 23:48) 
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Mishnah Sotah Chapter 2 

1. He would bring her meal-offering in an twisted basket and put it into her hand in order to tire 

her. All meal-offerings start and end in service-vessels, but this one starts in a twisted basket 

and ends in a service-vessel. All meal-offerings require oil and frankincense, but this one 

requires neither oil nor frankincense. All meal-offerings come from wheat, but this one comes 

from barley. The meal-offering of the omer, though it comes from barley, comes from that 

which was sifted, but this one comes from unsifted. Rabbi Gamliel said: Just as her deeds were 

like those of an animal, so too her sacrifice is from food for animals. 

2. He would bring a new clay bowl, and put into it half a log of water from the basin. R. Yehuda 

said: a quarter [of a log]. For just as he minimizes the writing, so too does he minimize the 

water. He entered the Sanctuary and faced to his right, and there was a place one cubit by one 

cubit and a marble tablet with a ring that was affixed to it. And when he lifted it, he took dust 

from beneath it and put [in the bowl] enough to be seen on the water, as it says, "and from the 

dust that will be on the floor of the Tabernacle the priest will take and give to the water" 

(Numbers 5:17). 

3. When he comes to write the scroll, from which place does he write? From: "if no man has lain" 

etc. (Numbers 5:19) and (Numbers 5:20) "if you have strayed while under [the authority of] 

your husband" (Numbers 5:20). But he does not write: "And the priest should administer an 

oath to the woman" (Numbers 5:21). And he writes: (Numbers 5:21-22) "May God give you as a 

curse and as an oath," "that these curse-causing waters will come into your intestines to distend 

your belly and to collapse your thighs" (Numbers 5:21-22). But he does not write: "and the 

woman shall say 'Amen Amen'". R. Yosi said: he does not interrupt [the text]. R. Yehuda said: he 

only writes, "May God give you as a curse and as an oath" etc. "that these curse-causing waters 

will come into your intestines" etc. And he does not write, "and the woman shall say 'Amen 

Amen'". 

4. He may not write upon the tablet and not upon the papyrus and not upon the [unprocessed] 

animal hide rather upon the scroll, as it says, "in a book" (Numbers 5:23). And he may not write 

with gum, or with vitriol, or with anything that leaves an impression, rather with ink, as it says: 

"and blot out" (Numbers 5:23) a writing that can be erased. 
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Midrash Tanhuma Parshat Naso Sefer Bamidbar- 
 
The Tale is told of two sisters who were very alike one to each other and one was married in 
one city and one was married I another city.  
The husband of one requested to begin the procedure of jealousy and to have her drink the 
bitter waters in Jerusalem. 
She went to the same city in which her sister was married (and living there) 
Her sister said to her “Why did you come here?” 
She said to her “My husband is asking to have me drink the bitter waters.” 
Her sister said to her “I will go under you (instead of you) and drink.’ 
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She said to her “Go.” 
She wore her sisters clothes and went under (instead) of her and drank the bitter waters and 
was found pure and she came back to her sister’s house. 
She went out happy towards her and embraced her and kissed her on the mouth. 
Because they kissed each other she smelled the bitter waters and immediately died. 
To enforce what is said: 
“No man has control over the wind and there is no power over  the day of death and there is no 
turning back in the middle of war  and evil will not dessert its owner( neither shall wickedness 
deliver him that is given to it- Ecc 8,8 
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Babolinian Talmud Sota 4a. English translation [bold text] and commentary [plain text] by 

Rabbi Adin Even-Israel Steinsaltz in the Koren Talmud Bavli. 
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