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All such actions are permitt ed for the sake of Heaven.N  In other 
words, if one is acting out of familial aff ection, without any 
element of licentiousness, they are permitt ed.

mishna A bachelorN  may not act as a teacherH  of 
children, nor may a woman act as a tea-

cher of children. Rabbi Elazar says: Even one who does not 
have a wife may not act as a teacher of children. Rabbi Yehuda 
says: A bachelor may not herd catt le, nor may two bachelors 
sleep with one covering, lest they transgress the prohibition 
against homosexual intercourse, but the Rabbis permit it.

gemara What is the reason that a bachelor may 
not teach children? If we say it is due to 

the children themselves, that it is suspected that he may engage 
in homosexual intercourse with them, but isn’t it taught in a 
baraita (Toseft a : ): Th ey said to Rabbi Yehuda: Jews are 
not suspectedH  of engaging in homosexual intercourse nor of 
engaging in intercourse with an animal. Rather, the reason is as 
follows: A bachelor may not be a teacher of children due to the 
mothers of the children, who come to the school from time to 
time, with whom he might sin. Similarly, a woman may not serve 
as a teacher to children because she may come to be secluded with 
the fathers of the children.

Th e mishna teaches that Rabbi Elazar says: Even one who does 
not have a wife may not act as a teacher of children. A dilemma 
was raised before the students in the study hall: Does Rabbi 
Elazar mean one who does not have a wife at all, or perhaps he 
is referring even to one who has a wife, in a circumstance where 
she is not residing with him? Come and hear: Even one who 
has a wife but she is not residing with him may not act as a 
teacher of children. Th is statement is in accordance with the 
opinion of Rabbi Elazar and indicates that his restriction applies 
even if the man is married.

Th e mishna teaches that Rabbi Yehuda says: A bachelor may not 
herd catt le, nor may two bachelors sleep with one covering. It is 
taught in the Toseft a ( : ): Th ey said to Rabbi Yehuda: Jews are 
not suspected of engaging in homosexual intercourse nor of 
engaging in intercourse with an animal.

mishna Anyone who has professional dealings 
primarily with womenN  may not be seclu-

ded with women. Th ere is more of a concern that such a man 
might sin due to his familiarity with the women. And a person 
may not teach his son a trade that necessitates frequent inter-
action with women, for the same reason. With regard to teaching 
one’s son a trade, Rabbi Meir says: A person should always teach 
his son a clean and easy trade and pray for success to the One 
to Whom wealth and property belong, as ultimately there is no 
trade that does not include both poverty and wealth, since a 
person can become rich from any profession. Poverty does not 
come from a particular trade, nor does wealth come from a 
particular trade, but rather, all is in accordance with a person’s 
merit. Th erefore, one should choose a clean and easy trade, and 
pray to God for success.

Rabbi Shimon ben Elazar says: Have you ever seen a beast or a 
bird that has a trade? And yet they earn their livelihood without 
anguish. But all these were created only to serve me, and I, a 
human being, was created to serve the One Who formed me. Is 
it not right that I should earn my livelihood without anguish? 
But I, i.e., humanity, have committ ed evil actions and have lost 
my livelihood. Th is is why people must work to earn a living.

Perek IV
Daf 82 Amud a

ַמִים. ם ׁשָ ַהּכֹל ְלׁשֵ

ְולֹא  סֹוְפִרים,  וק  ַרּוָ ָאָדם  ד  ְיַלּמֵ לֹא  מתני׳ 
י ֶאְלָעָזר אֹוֵמר: ַאף  ה סֹוְפִרים. ַרּבִ ָ ד ִאּשׁ ַלּמֵ ּתְ
י  ַרּבִ סֹוְפִרים.  ד  ְיַלּמֵ לֹא  ה  ָ ִאּשׁ לֹו  ֵאין  ׁשֶ ִמי 
ְולֹא  ֵהָמה,  ּבְ וק  ַרּוָ ִיְרֶעה  לֹא  אֹוֵמר:  ְיהּוָדה 
ַוֲחָכִמים  ַאַחת,  ית  ַטּלִ ּבְ וִקין  ַרּוָ ֵני  ׁשְ נּו  ִייׁשְ

יִרים. ַמּתִ

 – ָינּוֵקי  ּום  ִמּשׁ ִאיֵליָמא  ַטֲעָמא?  ַמאי  גמ׳ 
דּו  ֶנְחׁשְ לֹא  ְיהּוָדה:  י  ְלַרּבִ לֹו  ָאְמרּו  ְוָהַתְנָיא, 
ֵהָמה!  ַהּבְ ַעל  ְולֹא  ָזכּור,  ב  ּכַ ִמׁשְ ַעל  ָרֵאל  ִיׂשְ
ה –  ָ ָינּוֵקי, ִאּשׁ ָהָתא ּדְ ּום ִאּמָ וק – ִמּשׁ א ַרּוָ ֶאּלָ

ָינּוֵקי. ּום ֲאָבָהָתא ּדְ ִמּשׁ

כו׳.  ֵאין״  ׁשֶ ִמי  ַאף  אֹוֵמר  ֶאְלָעָזר  י  ״ַרּבִ
אֹו  ָלל,  ּכְ ה  ָ ִאּשׁ לֹו  ֵאין  ׁשֶ ִמי  ְלהּו:  ֲעָיא  ִאיּבַ
ַמע:  ׁשְ א  ּתָ ֶאְצלֹו?  רּוָיה  ׁשְ ֵאיָנּה  ׁשֶ ּבְ ְלָמא  ּדִ
ד  רּוָיה ֶאְצלֹו לֹא ְיַלּמֵ ֵּיׁש לֹו ְוֵאיָנּה ׁשְ ַאף ִמי ׁשֶ

סֹוְפִרים.

ְנָיא, ָאְמרּו  י ְיהּוָדה אֹוֵמר לֹא ִיְרֶעה״ כו׳. ּתַ ״ַרּבִ
ב  ּכַ ָרֵאל ַעל ִמׁשְ דּו ִיׂשְ י ְיהּוָדה: לֹא ֶנְחׁשְ לֹו ְלַרּבִ

ֵהָמה. ָזכּור ְולֹא ַעל ַהּבְ

ים – לֹא ִיְתַיֵחד  ׁשִ ֲעָסָקיו ִעם ַהּנָ ל ׁשֶ מתני׳ ּכָ
נּות  נֹו אּוּמָ ד ָאָדם ֶאת ּבְ ים. ְולֹא ְיַלּמֵ ׁשִ ִעם ַהּנָ
ד ָאָדם  י ֵמִאיר אֹוֵמר: ְלעֹוָלם ְיַלּמֵ ים. ַרּבִ ׁשִ ַהּנָ
ְלִמי  ל  ּלֵ ְוִיְתּפַ ה,  ְוַקּלָ ְנִקָּיה  נּות  אּוּמָ נֹו  ּבְ ֶאת 
נּות  אּוּמָ ֵאין  ׁשֶ ּלֹו.  ׁשֶ ָכִסים  ְוַהּנְ ר  ָהעֹוׁשֶ ׁשֶ
ִמן  ֲעִנּיּות  ּלֹא  ׁשֶ ירּות,  ַוֲעׁשִ ֲעִנּיּות  ּה  ּבָ ֵאין  ׁשֶ
א  ֶאּלָ נּות,  ָהאּוּמָ ִמן  ירּות  ֲעׁשִ ְולֹא  נּות  ָהאּוּמָ

ַהּכֹל ְלִפי ְזכּותֹו.

ִמָּיֶמיָך  ָרִאיָת  אֹוֵמר:  ֶאְלָעָזר  ן  ּבֶ ְמעֹון  ׁשִ י  ַרּבִ
ְרְנִסין  נּות? ְוֵהן ִמְתּפַ ֵּיׁש ָלֶהם אּוּמָ ַחָּיה ָועֹוף ׁשֶ
ִני,  ׁשֵ ּמְ א ְלׁשַ ַצַער. ַוֲהלֹא לֹא ִנְבְראּו ֶאּלָ ּלֹא ּבְ ׁשֶ
ין  ּדִ ֵאינֹו   – קֹוִני  ֶאת  ׁש  ּמֵ ְלׁשַ ִנְבֵראִתי  ַוֲאִני 
י  הּוַרְעּתִ ׁשֶ א  ֶאּלָ ַצַער?  ּבְ ּלֹא  ׁשֶ ְרֵנס  ֶאְתּפַ ׁשֶ

ְרָנָסִתי. י ֶאת ּפַ ְחּתִ י ְוִקּפַ ַמֲעׂשַ

 All such actions are permitted for the sake of 
Heaven – ַמִים ׁשָ ם  ְלׁשֵ  Rashi explains that the :ַהּכֹל 
question whether or not a particular interaction with 
a female relative is permitted depends on one’s inten-
tions, i.e., whether he is acting out of familial affection 
or out of the desire for contact with a forbidden rela-
tive. In line with this, some authorities permit one to 
interact with women as necessary, as long as there 
is no inappropriate interaction between them.

 Bachelor – וק  Rashi indicates that this is referring :ַרּוָ
to any male who is not married. Most commentaries 
understand that this is referring only to one who has 
never been married.

 Anyone who has professional dealings primarily 
with women, etc. – וכו׳ ים  ׁשִ ַהּנָ ִעם  ֲעָסָקיו  ׁשֶ ל   Many :ּכָ
commentaries question the novelty of this ruling, as it 
is prohibited for all men to be secluded with women. 
Rashi explains that there is an additional restriction in 
place on one who primarily deals with women, due 
to his familiarity with them, in that he may not be 
secluded even with a group of women. Rabbeinu Tam 
explains that the additional restriction is that he may 
not be secluded with women even if his wife is also 
present.

An entirely diff erent explanation is off ered by Rab-
beinu Ĥananel. According to him, the mishna teaches 
that although not being secluded with women will 
cause him fi nancial loss, and one might have thought 
that he would be so focused on his work that there 
is less of a likelihood that he would come to sin 
with the woman, all the restrictions against being 
secluded apply to him nevertheless. The Rambam 
explains similarly.

NOTES

 A bachelor may not act as a teacher, etc. – ד  לֹא ְיַלּמֵ
וק וכו׳  One who does not have a wife may not :ָאָדם ַרּוָ
teach children, since he may come to desire his pupils’ 
mothers. If one is married, his wife does not have to be 
present with him in the school. It appears that the rea-
son the Rambam rules in accordance with the opinion 
of Rabbi Elazar is that the Gemara clarifies the details 
of his opinion. The later commentaries suggest that 
it should be permitted for anyone who has a wife to 
teach children, even if his wife is in a different city. A 
woman should not teach children unless her husband 
is with her in the same building, as otherwise there is 
concern that she will come to be secluded with the 
children’s fathers (Rambam Sefer HaMadda, Hilkhot 
Talmud Torah 2:4 and Sefer Kedusha, Hilkhot Issurei Bia 
22:13; Shulĥan Arukh, Yoreh De’a 245:20–21 and Even 
HaEzer 22:20, and see Be’er Heitev there).

 Jews are not suspected, etc. – ָרֵאל וכו׳ דּו ִיׂשְ  :לֹא ֶנְחׁשְ
Jewish men are not suspected of engaging in homo-
sexual intercourse or bestiality, and it is permitted for 
them to be secluded with other men and animals. It 
is a praiseworthy custom to avoid this (Rambam Sefer 
Kedusha, Hilkhot Issurei Bia 22:2; Shulĥan Arukh, Even 
HaEzer 24:1).

HALAKHA
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Abba Guryan of TzadyanB  says in the name of Abba Gurya: A 
person may not teach his son the trades of a donkey driver, a 
camel driver,N  a pot maker, a sailor, a shepherd, or a store-
keeper. Th e reason for all these is the same, as their trades are 
the trades of robbers; all of these professions involve a measure 
of dishonesty and are likely to lead to robbery. Rabbi Yehuda 
says in Abba Gurya’s name: Most donkey drivers are wicked, 
since they engage in deceit, and most camel drivers, who traverse 
dangerous places such as deserts, are of fi t character, as they 
pray to God to protect them on their journeys. Most sailors are 
pious, since the great danger of the seas instills in them the fear 
of Heaven. Th e best of doctors is to Gehenna,N  and even the 
fi tt est of butchersN  is a partner of Amalek.

Rabbi NehoraiP  says: I set aside all the trades in the world, 
and I teach my son only Torah, as a person partakes of its 
reward in this world and the principal reward remains for him 
in the World-to-Come, which is not true of other professions, 
whose rewards are only in this world. Furthermore, if a person 
comes to be ill, or old, or undergoes suff ering, and is unable 
to be involved in his trade, behold, he dies in hunger. But 
with regard to the Torah it is not so, since one can study it under 
all circumstances. Rather, it preserves him from all evil and 
sin in his youth, and provides him with a future and hope in 
his old age.

Th e mishna explains: With regard to his youth, what does it say 
about a Torah scholar? “But they that wait for the Lord shall 
renew their strength” (Isaiah : ). With regard to his old age, 
what does it say? “Th ey shall still bring forth fruit in old age” 
(Psalms : ), and it likewise states with regard to Abraham 
our forefather: “And Abraham was old, well stricken in age; and 
the Lord had blessed Abraham in all things” (Genesis : ). We 
found that Abraham our forefather fulfi lled the entire TorahB  
before it was given, as it is stated: “Because that Abraham lis-
tened to My voice, and kept My charge, My commandments, 
My statutes, and My laws” (Genesis : ), which indicates that 
Abraham observed all the mitzvot of his own accord and was 
rewarded in his old age as a result.

א  ַאּבָ ּום  ִמּשׁ אֹוֵמר  ַצְדָיין  ִאיׁש  ּגּוְרָיין  א  ַאּבָ
ל,  ּמָ ּגַ ר,  ַחּמָ נֹו  ּבְ ֶאת  ָאָדם  ד  ְיַלּמֵ לֹא  ּגּוְרָיא: 
נּות  נּוָתן אּוּמָ אּוּמָ ן, רֹוֶעה, ְוֶחְנָוִני – ׁשֶ ר, ַסּפָ ַקּדָ
 – ִרין  ַהַחּמָ מֹו:  ְ ִמּשׁ אֹוֵמר  ְיהּוָדה  י  ַרּבִ ִליְסִטים. 
ִנין –  ּפָ ִרין, ַהּסַ ׁשֵ ן ּכְ ִלין – רּוּבָ ּמָ ִעים, ְוַהּגַ ן ְרׁשָ רּוּבָ
ר  ׁשֵ ם, ְוַהּכָ יִהּנָ רֹוְפִאים ַלּגֵ ּבָ ן ֲחִסיִדים. טֹוב ׁשֶ רּוּבָ

ל ֲעָמֵלק. פֹו ׁשֶ ִחים – ׁשּוּתָ ּבָ ּטַ ּבַ ׁשֶ

נּות  אּוּמָ ל  ּכָ ֲאִני   יח ַמּנִ אֹוֵמר:  ְנהֹוַראי  י  ַרּבִ
ּתֹוָרה,  א  ֶאּלָ ִני  ּבְ ֶאת  ד  ְמַלּמֵ ְוֵאיִני  עֹוָלם  ּבָ ׁשֶ
ֶרן  ְוַהּקֶ ַהֶּזה  עֹוָלם  ּבָ ָכָרּה  ִמּשְׂ אֹוֵכל  ָאָדם  ׁשֶ
נּות  אּוּמָ ל  ּכָ ָאר  ּוׁשְ א,  ַהּבָ ָלעֹוָלם  לֹו  ַקֶּייֶמת 
א ִליֵדי חֹוִלי אֹו ִליֵדי ִזְקָנה  ָאָדם ּבָ ׁשֶ ן. ּכְ ֵאיָנן ּכֵ
ְמַלאְכּתֹו –  אֹו ִליֵדי ִיּסּוִרין, ְוֵאינֹו ָיכֹול ַלֲעסֹוק ּבִ
ן,  ּכֵ ֵאיָנּה  ַהּתֹוָרה  ֲאָבל  ָרָעב.  ּבָ ֵמת  הּוא  ֲהֵרי 
לֹו  ְונֹוֶתֶנת  ַנֲערּותֹו,  ּבְ ַרע  ל  ִמּכָ ְרּתֹו  ּמַ ְמׁשַ א  ֶאּלָ

ִזְקנּותֹו. ַאֲחִרית ְוִתְקָוה ּבְ

״,  כֹח ַיֲחִליפּו  ה׳  ״ְוקֹוֵי  אֹוֵמר?  ַמהּו  ַנֲערּותֹו  ּבְ
יָבה״. ְוֵכן  ׂשֵ ִזְקנּותֹו ַמהּו אֹוֵמר? ״עֹוד ְינּובּון ּבְ ּבְ
ָזֵקן… ״ְוַאְבָרָהם  ָאִבינּו  ַאְבָרָהם  ּבְ אֹוֵמר  הּוא 
ה  ָעׂשָ ׁשֶ ָמִצינּו  ּכֹל״.  ּבַ ַאְבָרָהם  ֶאת  ַרְך  ּבֵ ַוה׳ 
ּלֹא  ּה ַעד ׁשֶ ל ַהּתֹוָרה ּכּוּלָ ַאְבָרָהם ָאִבינּו ֶאת ּכָ
ַאְבָרָהם  ַמע  ׁשָ ר  ֲאׁשֶ ״ֵעֶקב  ֱאַמר:  ּנֶ ׁשֶ ָנה,  ִניּתְ
י ִמְצוַֹתי ֻחּקֹוַתי ְותֹורָֹתי״. ַמְרּתִ מֹר ִמׁשְ קִֹלי ַוִּיׁשְ ּבְ

 Tzadyan – ַצְדָיין: Most versions of the text read 
Tzaidan. Tzadyan, also known as Beit Tzaida, and 
referred to by Josephus with its Roman name, Julius, 
was a town on the northern bank of the Sea of Galilee, 
close to the place where the Jordan River empties 
into the sea. At times, the Sages of Tiberias would 
visit there to rule on various matters for the local 
residents.

 Abraham our forefather fulfilled the entire Torah – 
ּה ל ַהּתֹוָרה ּכּוּלָ ה ַאְבָרָהם ָאִבינּו ֶאת ּכָ  This enigmatic :ָעׂשָ
statement appears several times in the Talmud. 
According to the Gemara in tractate Yoma (28b), 
Abraham fulfilled even rabbinic decrees. While some 
commentaries suggest a literal approach, maintain-
ing that Abraham’s prophetic foresight enabled 
him to know and perform the mitzvot even before 
they were revealed on Mount Sinai, many under-
stand this as a metaphor. Rabbi Avraham ben 
HaRambam states unequivocally that the Patriarchs 
did not observe Shabbat or eat matza on Passover 
in accordance with later mitzvot. Rather, their belief 
in a single God and the basic tenets of faith were 
considered analogous to the fulfillment of the entire 
Torah. Another suggestion raised is that the purpose 
of the mitzvot is to raise every individual’s soul to 
a point of perfection, and that the behaviors and 
actions of the Patriarchs were in sync with the will 
of God to such an extent that they accomplished 
that goal (Midrash Shlomo).

BACKGROUND

 A donkey driver, a camel driver – ל ּמָ ּגַ ר   Rashi explains that :ַחּמָ
since these animal drivers are always on the road, they tend to 
steal produce from the fields of others. Additionally, they often fail 
to keep the stipulated conditions of their service and ultimately 
defraud their clients. The Maharsha writes that shepherds and 
storekeepers tend to commit theft in the course of their business 
dealings, and he explains that the reason the other professions are 
frowned upon is that they involve much effort and include long-
distance trips, which are likely to lead to sin.

 The best of doctors is to Gehenna – ם יִהּנָ רֹוְפִאים ַלּגֵ ּבָ  Rashi :טֹוב ׁשֶ
offers several possible reasons for this, among them that a doctor 
may not always help those who need his services, or he may be 
the cause of the death of his patients as a result of his negligence. 
Rabbi Meir ben Shmuel states that it is referring to the fact that 
doctors sometimes prescribe lethal medicines by mistake. The 
Meiri explains that doctors occasionally prematurely cease treat-
ing patients whose situation they view as hopeless, causing their 

death. At other times they do not exert themselves sufficiently in 
their treatment, or claim to know a diagnosis despite their actual 
ignorance.

The Maharsha explains that the reason why the best of the 
doctors are singled out is that their confi dence in their expertise 
prevents them from investigating cases thoroughly or from con-
sulting with others. Others suggest that this is referring to doctors 
who are excessively kindhearted, who may refrain from employing 
painful but necessary treatment due to misplaced compassion 
(Likkutei Ĥever ben Hayyim).

 The fittest of butchers, etc. – ִחים וכו׳ ּבָ ּטַ ּבַ ר ׁשֶ ׁשֵ  Rashi and Rabbi :ַהּכָ
Meir ben Shmuel explain that butchers are suspected of selling 
questionably kosher meat to Jews, which is connected homileti-
cally to the sins of Amalek. Tosefot Rabbeinu Yitzĥak of Dampierre 
states that constantly killing animals leads butchers to become 
cruel, which is one of the traits of Amalek.

NOTES

 Rabbi Nehorai – ְנהֹוַראי י   Rabbi Nehorai was a :ַרּבִ
fifth-generation tanna. Definitive identification of 
him is difficult, however, as the Gemara states that 
his name was Rabbi Meir and in other places refers to 
different Sages by the name of Rabbi Nehorai. Nev-
ertheless, it can be determined that Rabbi Nehorai 
was a student of Rabbi Yehoshua and a colleague 
of Rabbi Meir and Rabbi Yosei. He is mentioned as a 
witness to the new moon when the Sanhedrin was 
located in Usha. Several statements are attributed to 
him in the mishna and other sources, the majority of 
which are aggadic in nature.

PERSONALITIES
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gemara Th e Sages taught: With regard to anyone 
who has professional dealings primarily 

with women, his practice and company are bad, and it is best 
to keep away from him. Th is category includes, for example, the 
smiths, and the carders,B  and the fi xers of hand millsB  of women, 
and the peddlers of jewelry and perfume to women, and the 
weavers [gardiyyim],L  and the barbers, and the launderers, and 
the bloodlett er,B  and the bathhouse att endant [ballan],L  and the 
tanner [burseki].L  One may not appointH  from among those who 
have these professions neither a king nor a High Priest. What is 
the reason for this? It is not because they are disqualifi ed, since 
there is nothing wrong with these jobs, but because their trades 
are demeaning, and they would not be respected when appointed 
to a position of authority.

Th e Sages taught: Ten things were stated with regard to a blood-
lett er: He walks on his side, i.e., in a haughty manner; and his 
spirit is arrogant; and he leans and sits, i.e., he does not sit down 
like others do but leans on an object in a conceited fashion; and 
he is stingy; and he is envious; and he eats much and discharges 
only a litt le; and he is suspected of engaging in intercourse with 
those with whom relations are forbidden, and of stealing, and 
of bloodshed in the course of his work.

Bar Kappara taught: A person should always teach his son a 
clean and easy trade. Th e Gemara asks: What is such a profession? 
Rav Yehuda said: 

Needlework for embroideryN  is a clean and easy trade.

It is taught in the Toseft a ( : ): Rabbi Yehuda HaNasi says: Th ere 
is no trade that disappears from the world, since all occupations 
are needed, but fortunate is he who sees his parents in an ele-
vated trade; woe is he who sees his parents in a lowly trade and 
follows them into their trade. Similarly, it is impossible for the 
world to continue without a perfumer and without a tanner. 
Fortunate is he whose trade is as a perfumer, and woe is he 
whose trade is as a tanner, who works with materials that have a 
foul smell. Likewise, it is impossible for the world to exist without 
males and without females, yet fortunate is he whose children 
are males, and woe is he whose children are females.

ים  ׁשִ ַהּנָ ִעם  ֲעָסָקיו  ׁשֶ ל  ּכָ ַנן:  ַרּבָ נּו  ּתָ גמ׳ 
ִריִקים,  ְוַהּסְ ַהּצֹוְרִפים  גֹון  ּכְ ַרע,  סּורֹו 
ִרים,  ּפָ ִּיים, ְוַהּסַ ְרּדִ קֹורֹות, ְוָהרֹוְכִלין, ְוַהּגַ ְוַהּנָ
ן, ְוַהּבּוְרְסִקי. ֵאין  ּלָ ָרע, ְוַהּבַ ְוַהּכֹוְבִסים, ְוַהּגָ
דֹול.  ַמֲעִמיִדים ֵמֶהם לֹא ֶמֶלְך, ְולֹא ּכֵֹהן ּגָ
א  ֶאּלָ ְפִסיִלי,  ּדִ ּום  ִמּשׁ ָלא  ַטֲעָמא?  ַמאי 

נּוַתְיהּו. ִזיל אּוּמָ ּום ּדְ ִמּשׁ

ָגָרע:  ּבְ ֶנֶאְמרּו  ָבִרים  ּדְ ָרה  ֲעׂשָ ַנן:  ַרּבָ נּו  ּתָ
ב,  ה, ְוִנְתָלה ְויֹוׁשֵ ּסָ ְך ַעל ִציּדֹו, ְורּוחֹו ּגַ ְמַהּלֵ
ה  ַהְרּבֵ אֹוֵכל  ָרָעה,  ְוֵעינֹו  ָצָרה,  ְוֵעינֹו 
ּומֹוִציא ִקיְמָעא, ְוָחׁשּוד ַעל ָהֲעָריֹות, ְוַעל 

ִמים. ִפיכּות ּדָ ֶזל, ְוַעל ׁשְ ַהּגֵ

ֶאת  ָאָדם  ד  ְיַלּמֵ ְלעֹוָלם  ָרא:  ַקּפָ ר  ּבַ ַרׁש  ּדָ
ה. ַמאי ִהיא? ֲאַמר  נּות ְנִקָּיה ְוַקּלָ נֹו אּוּמָ ּבְ

ַרב ְיהּוָדה:
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ַתְלִמּיּוָתא. ַמְחָטא ּדְ

נּות  אּוּמָ ְלָך  ֵאין  אֹוֵמר:  י  ַרּבִ ְנָיא,  ּתַ
רֹוֶאה  ׁשֶ ִמי  ֵרי  ַאׁשְ ָהעֹוָלם,  ִמן  עֹוֶבֶרת  ׁשֶ
ה, אֹוי לֹו ְלִמי  נּות ְמעּוּלָ אּוּמָ ֶאת הֹוָריו ּבְ
גּוָמה. ִאי  נּות ּפְ אּוּמָ רֹוֶאה ֶאת הֹוָריו ּבְ ׁשֶ
ם ּוְבלֹא ּבּוְרְסִקי,  ּסָ לֹא ּבַ ר ָלעֹוָלם ּבְ ֶאְפׁשָ
ִמי  לֹו  ְואֹוי  ם  ּסָ ּבַ נּותֹו  אּוּמָ ׁשֶ ִמי  ֵרי  ַאׁשְ
ָלעֹוָלם  ר  ֶאְפׁשָ ִאי  ּבּוְרְסִקי.  נּותֹו  אּוּמָ ׁשֶ
ָניו  ּבָ ֵרי ִמי ׁשֶ לֹא ְזָכִרים ּוְבלֹא ְנֵקבֹות, ַאׁשְ ּבְ

ָניו ְנֵקיבֹות. ּבָ ְזָכִרים ְואֹוי לֹו ְלִמי ׁשֶ

 Carders – ְסִריִקים: These were people who would spin threads 
out of the raw fibers of materials including flax, wool, and cotton. 
Since the work of sewing and weaving was done principally by 
women, the carders would come in close contact with their 
female coworkers.

 Fixers of hand mills – ָנקֹורֹות: In order for millstones to grind 
properly, they had to be slightly rough. Over time, the stones 
would become smooth from the grinding of the kernels and 
the friction between the stones, so the stones had to be chiseled 
from time to time. In addition, a hole had to be created in the 
stone where the grain was inserted. Some millstones were very 
large and rotated by animals or by waterpower, but almost every 
house had hand-operated millstones used by women.

 Bloodletter [gara] – ָרע  The bloodletter is sometimes referred :ּגָ
to as an uman. Bloodletting, especially in Eretz Yisrael, was con-
sidered not only a remedy for many illnesses but also a type of 
preventive medicine. The bloodletting was not ordinarily done 
by using leeches but by making an incision in one of the blood 
vessels.

The bloodletter was a kind of quasi-doctor, and as such was 
often in the company of both men and women. Since one would 
usually eat a therapeutic meal after bloodletting, the bloodletter 
would naturally take part in the meal. The fact that this person 
would engage in medical practice without having undergone 
proper training, combined with his close contact with many 
people, would often lead to his developing a negative reputation. 
Some bloodletters were free of suspicion, such as Abba Umana 
(Ta’anit 21b), who was famous for his righteousness.

BACKGROUND

 Weaver [gardi] – י ְרּדִ  ,From the Greek γέρδιος, gerdios :ּגַ
meaning weaver.

 Bathhouse attendant [ballan] – ן ּלָ  From the Greek :ּבַ
βαλανεύς, balaneus, meaning a man who works in a 
bathhouse.

 Tanner [burseki] – ּבּוְרְסִקי: From the Greek βυρσεύς, 
burseus, meaning tanner.

LANGUAGE

 One may not appoint, etc. – ֵאין ַמֲעִמיִדים וכו׳: A butcher, a 
barber, a bathhouse attendant, a tanner, and, according to 
some, a weaver, may not be appointed as king or as High 
Priest. This is not because they are technically disquali-
fied but because their demeaning trade prevents them 
from gaining the respect of the people (Rambam Sefer 
Shofetim, Hilkhot Melakhim 1:6).

HALAKHA

 Needlework for embroidery – ַתְלִמּיּוָתא ּדְ  Most :ַמְחָטא 
commentaries agree that this is referring to a type of 
sewing. The Rid questions this explanation, since sew-
ing is an activity usually performed by women, and 
the mishna recommends distancing oneself from such 
occupations. He therefore explains that the reference is 
not to needlework itself but to the manufacturing of the 
needles. However, a careful reading of Rashi reveals that 
he is not speaking of regular sewing but of a special type 
of embroidery, which may not have been performed 
by women.

NOTES
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