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Introduction (7 minutes)

Welcome to the Global Day of Jewish Learning. Today, Jews from 400 communities around the world are 
dedicating their time to Jewish learning. By learning together at the same time we are creating a new 
community.

The book of Genesis outlines the way that God created the world. Today we will explore the world God created, while 
also looking into the smaller worlds that each and every one of us creates.

o  Take this opportunity to have everyone in the group introduce themselves by asking if they consider 
themselves to be creative people. Have them share with the group one thing they are proud to have created 
(their child, a piece of art, a gourmet meal, etc.).  

At the start of the book of Genesis, God sets out to create the world. It is a thoughtful creation. 

Part One: Creation (15 minutes)

Take a few minutes to read the text below. It outlines what God created each day. 

Text #1: Genesis 1:5–2:3 (selected verses)
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5. And God called the light Day, and the darkness He called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, 
one day… 
8. And God called the firmament Heaven. And there was evening and there was morning, a second day… 
11–13. And God said: ‘Let the earth put forth grass, herb yielding seed, and fruit-tree bearing fruit after its kind, 
wherein is the seed thereof, upon the earth.’ And it was so. And the earth brought forth grass, herb yielding seed 
after its kind, and tree bearing fruit, wherein is the seed thereof, after its kind; and God saw that it was good. And 
there was evening and there was morning, a third day...
16–21. And God made the two great lights: the greater light to rule the day, and the lesser light to rule the night; 
and the stars. And God set them in the firmament of the heaven to give light upon the earth, and to rule over the 
day and over the night, and to divide the light from the darkness; and God saw that it was good. 
And there was evening and there was morning, a fourth day. 
And God said: ‘Let the waters swarm with swarms of living creatures, and let fowl fly above the earth in the open 
firmament of heaven.’ And God created the great sea-monsters, and every living creature that creeps, wherewith 
the waters swarmed, after its kind, and every winged fowl after its kind; and God saw that it was good…23-25. 
And there was evening and there was morning, a fifth day. 
And God said: ‘Let the earth bring forth the living creature after its kind, cattle, and creeping thing, and beast of 
the earth after its kind.’ And it was so. 
And God made the beast of the earth after its kind, and the cattle after their kind, and everything that creeps upon 
the ground after its kind; and God saw that it was good. 27. And God created man in His own image, in the image 
of God created He him; male and female created He them… 31. And God saw every thing that He had made, and, 
behold, it was very good. And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day…2:3 And God blessed the 
seventh day, and hallowed it; because that in it He rested from all His work which God in creating had made.

o Ask:

1.  Draw a connection between day 1 and 4, 2 and 5, and 3 and 6. Why did God choose to create the world  
this way?

2.  Creating the world can be seen as the ultimate act of creativity. God is creating something from nothing. If  
that is the case, it is interesting to note the level of structure in the world’s creation. What is the benefit of 
adding structure to the creative process?

God took six days to create the world. If you look closely, you will discover that on the first three days, God creates the 
infrastructure of the universe and the next three days God adds to his initial creations. Each day brings something new. 

It is a noteworthy point that only on the sixth day did God create humans.

THE GLOBAL DAY OF JEWISH LEARNING                                               November 17, 2013     www.theglobalday.com          
 

23



Title

Text #2: Genesis 1:26-27

26 And God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. They shall rule the fish of the sea, the birds 
of the sky, the cattle, the whole earth, and all the creeping things that creep on earth.” 27 And God created man in 
His image, in the image of God He created him; male and female He created them.

o Ask:

1.  Why do you think God waited to create people until after the rest of the world was created?

2.  What jobs are the first people given? What parallels might there be in terms of modern day expectations of 
humankind?

Part Two: Taking Care of Our World (20 minutes)

Think of your most prized possession. How do you care for it and protect it? 

We take special care with how we treat our prized possessions. God feels the same way about the world He created. 

Read the following text. It describes God’s command to Adam instructing him to care for and about the world that God 
created.

Text #3: ecclesiastes rabbah 7:13

When God created Adam, God led him around all the trees in the Garden of Eden. God said to him, “See how 
beautiful and praiseworthy all of My works are?  Everything I have created has been created for your sake. Think 
of this, and do not corrupt or destroy my world; for if you corrupt it, there will be no one to set it right after you.” 

o Ask:

1.  Why does God take Adam on a tour of the Garden of Eden? What does God point out to Adam? What is the 
underlying message God gave to Adam?

2.  God’s creation is important and meaningful to Him. Have you ever created anything that is meaningful to you? 
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After God created the world, He told Adam that everything was created for the sake of humankind. God tells Adam 
that it is his responsibility to take good care of the earth. 

Read this story about Honi the Circle Drawer and the old man.

Text #4: babylonian Talmud Ta’anit 23a

One day he [Honi the Circle Drawer] was journeying on the road and he saw a man planting a carob tree; he asked 
him, How long does it take [for this tree] to bear fruit? The man replied: Seventy years. He then further asked him: 
Are you certain that you will live another seventy years? The man replied: I found [ready grown] carob trees in the 
world; as my forefathers planted these for me so I too plant these for my children.

o Ask:

1.  Why is the old man planting fruit? Why do you think Honi is surprised to see the old man planting fruit?

2.  What else can we learn from this story? 

3.  The passage also deals with the concept of legacy. What does legacy mean to you? What would you like your 
legacy to be?

Part Three: Our Role as Creators (15 minutes)

While God created the world, it is humankind that is given the responsibility for taking care of the world. 

o Ask:

1.  If God’s creation is such a thoughtful one, why doesn’t He just create a self-sustaining planet? What is the  
value in creating a universe that needs our constant care and attention? 

Text #5: Adapted from rabbi Adin even-israel Steinsaltz’s video class on “Creativity”

God created the world in order for man “to do”. We are basically driven and, in a way, obliged, to be progressive. 
Progress is something that we have to do. Not only are we never fighting against God when we are creative; in fact 
we are fighting with him. There are silly people—in fact, very intelligent people—who say that if God wanted us to 
fly he would have created us with wings. No. He created us without wings but with the ability to outfly any bird. 
He created us without all kinds of parts but we can outrun any animal, we can outdo any fish in the water. This is 
called the drive to do better.

THE GLOBAL DAY OF JEWISH LEARNING                                               November 17, 2013     www.theglobalday.com          
 

25



Title

Rabbi Steinsaltz gives importance to progress. We are given structure and limitations specifically because God wants 
to challenge us to find creative and innovative ways to progress in the world. A world with no challenges would give us 
no opportunity to partner with God in creating and developing the world. Our final source today really drives this point 
home.

Text #6: Midrash Tanhuma, Parashat Tazriah 7

This midrash speaks of the encounter between Turnus Rufus (the Roman governor) and Rabbi Akiva. 

The evil Turnus Rufus asked Rabbi Akiva:
What is better, the creation of God or that of flesh and blood? He responded: That of flesh and blood.
The evil Turnus Rufus said to him: Can you make the heavens and the earth? Rabbi Akiva answered: Don’t give me an 
example of something that is above mankind, and out of their control; but of things that are common among people.
He said to him: Why do you circumcise? He responded: I knew you were going to ask me that; this is the reason I 
immediately said the deeds of man are better than those of God. Bring me wheat and bread…he said to him: these are 
the creation of God and these are the creation of man; aren’t these better?
The evil Turnus Rufus said to him: “If God wanted man to be circumcised, then why does he not emerge circumcised 
from the womb of his mother? Rabbi Akiva said to him: And why does the placenta emerge along with the baby? 
Should the mother not cut the umbilical cord? Rather, God has provided the commandments for the nation of Israel so 
that they may improve themselves, as David said, “The word of God is flawless” (Prov. 30:5)

o Ask:

1.  What message is Rabbi Akiva trying to give to Turnus Rufus? 
2.  Define the creative collaboration between God and humankind. 
3.  Does this somehow make us partners in creation? 

Conclusion (3 minutes)

God created the world thoughtfully, and with great care. Part of that care was to entrust His creation to humankind. 
Our duties to protect the world and create within it are still evident in today’s world. By progressing, creating and 
caring, we work and exist in partnership with God.

THE GLOBAL DAY OF JEWISH LEARNING                                               November 17, 2013     www.theglobalday.com          
 

26

Creation and Creativity



Title

Text #1: Genesis 1:5-2:3 (selected verses)

Genesis 1:5 
And God called the light Day, and the darkness 
He called Night. And there was evening and there 
was morning, one day.

Genesis 1:8
And God called the firmament Heaven. And there 
was evening and there was morning, a second 
day.

Genesis 1:11-13
And God said: ‘Let the earth put forth grass, herb 
yielding seed, and fruit-tree bearing fruit after its 
kind, wherein is the seed thereof, upon the earth.’ 
And it was so. 
And the earth brought forth grass, herb yielding 
seed after its kind, and tree bearing fruit, wherein 
is the seed thereof, after its kind; and God saw 
that it was good. 
And there was evening and there was morning, a 
third day.

Genesis 1:16–21:
And God made the two great lights: the greater 
light to rule the day, and the lesser light to rule the 
night; and the stars. 
And God set them in the firmament of the heaven 
to give light upon the earth, 
and to rule over the day and over the night, and to 
divide the light from the darkness; and God saw 
that it was good. 
And there was evening and there was morning, a 
fourth day.
And God said: ‘Let the waters swarm with swarms 
of living creatures, and let fowl fly above the earth 
in the open firmament of heaven.’ 
And God created the great sea-monsters, and 
every living creature that creeps, wherewith the 
waters swarmed, after its kind, and every winged 
fowl after its kind; and God saw that it was good.
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Genesis 1:23-25:
And there was evening and there was morning, a 
fifth day.
And God said: ‘Let the earth bring forth the living 
creature after its kind, cattle, and creeping thing, 
and beast of the earth after its kind.’ And it was 
so. 
And God made the beast of the earth after its 
kind, and the cattle after their kind, and everything 
that creeps upon the ground after its kind; and 
God saw that it was good.

Genesis 1:27:
And God created man in His own image, in the 
image of God created He him; male and female 
created He them.

Genesis 1:31:
And God saw everything that He had made, and, 
behold, it was very good. And there was evening 
and there was morning, the sixth day.

Genesis 2:3:
And God blessed the seventh day, and hallowed 
it; because that in it He rested from all His work 
which God in creating had made.

Text #2: Genesis 1:26-27

And God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. They shall rule the fish of the sea, the birds of the 
sky, the cattle, the whole earth, and all the creeping things that creep on earth.” And God created man in His image, in 
the image of God He created him; male and female He created them.
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Text #3: ecclesiastes rabbah 7:13

When God created Adam, God led him around all the trees in the Garden of Eden. God said to him, “See how beautiful 
and praiseworthy all of My works are?  Everything I have created has been created for your sake. Think of this, and do 
not corrupt or destroy my world; for if you corrupt it, there will be no one to set it right after you.” 

Text #4: babylonian Talmud Ta’anit 23a

One day he [Honi the Circle Drawer] was journeying on the road and he saw a man planting a carob tree; he asked 
him, How long does it take [for this tree] to bear fruit? The man replied: Seventy years. He then further asked him: Are 
you certain that you will live another seventy years? The man replied: I found [ready grown] carob trees in the world; as 
my forefathers planted these for me so I too plant these for my children.

Text #5: Adapted from rabbi Adin even-israel Steinsaltz’s video class on “Creativity”
God created the world in order for man “to do”. We are basically driven and, in a way, obliged, to be progressive. 
Progress is something that we have to do. Not only are we never fighting against God when we are creative; in fact we 
are fighting with him. There are silly people—in fact, very intelligent people—who say that if God wanted us to fly he 
would have created us with wings. No. He created us without wings but with the ability to outfly any bird. He created 
us without all kinds of parts but we can outrun any animal, we can outdo any fish in the water. This is called the drive 
to do better.

THE GLOBAL DAY OF JEWISH LEARNING                                               November 17, 2013     www.theglobalday.com          
 

29

www.theglobalday.com

SourCeSHeeT Creation and Creativity



Title

Text #6: Midrash Tanhuma, Parashat Tazriah 7

The evil Turnus Rufus asked Rabbi Akiva:
What is better, the creation of God or that of flesh and blood? He responded: That of flesh and blood.
The evil Turnus Rufus said to him: Can you make the heavens and the earth? Rabbi Akiva answered: Don’t give me an 
example of something that is above mankind, and out of their control; but of things that are common among people.
He said to him: Why do you circumcise? He responded: I knew you were going to ask me that; this is the reason I 
immediately said the deeds of man are better than those of God. Bring me wheat and bread…he said to him: these are 
the creation of God and these are the creation of man; aren’t these better?

The evil Turnus Rufus said to him: “If God wanted man to be circumcised, then why does he not emerge circumcised 
from the womb of his mother? Rabbi Akiva said to him: And why does the placenta emerge along with the baby? 
Should the mother not cut the umbilical cord? Rather, God has provided the commandments for the nation of Israel so 
that they may improve themselves, as David said, “The word of God is flawless” (Prov. 30:5)
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