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Babylonian Talmud, Tractate Gittin 55b

 It was because of 'Kamtza and Bar-Kamtza' that Yerushalayim
… was destroyed

 
 For there was a certain individual who was friendly with
 Kamtza, but who was an enemy of Bar-Kamtza. He made a
 feast and said to his servant, 'Go and bring Kamtza to my feast,'
.but the servant brought Bar-Kamtza instead

The one who made the feast found Bar-Kamtza seated there. 
He said to him, 'Since you are my enemy, what are you doing 
here? Get up and get out!' 
 

 

"



Bar-Kamtza said, 'Since I'm here already, let me stay, and 
I will pay you for what I eat and drink.' 
The host responded, 'No!' 

'I will pay for half the cost of the feast.' 
'No!' 
'I will pay the entire cost of the feast!' 
'No!' And he seized Bar-Kamtza, stood him up, and threw 
him out!





 
Bar-Kamtza thought, 'Since the Rabbis were there, saw 
the whole thing, and did not protest, obviously they had no 
objection to my embarrassment! I'll go now, and have a 
little feast-of-slander with the king.’
 
 
Bar-Kamtza went to the Caesar [procurator] and declared, 
'The Jews have rebelled against you!' 
The Caesar responded, 'Who said so?' 
Bar-Kamtza said, 'Send them a sacrifice, and see if they 
will offer it.' 



The Caesar sent (with Bar-Kamtza) a healthy, 
unblemished fine calf. While going [to the Temple], 
Bar-Kamtza caused a disfigurement in the animal. Some 
say that it was a blemish on the upper lip; others say that 
it was a blemish in the eye; in any case, a place where for 
us it is a disqualifying blemish while for the Romans, it is 
not.
 
The Rabbis had in mind to sacrifice it anyway to maintain 
peaceful relations with the government. But Rabbi 
Zechariah son of Avkulos objected, 'People will say, 
'Animals with blemishes may be sacrificed on the altar!’’

The Rabbis had in mind to kill Bar-Kamtza so that he 
would not report what had happened to the Caesar! But 
Rabbi Zechariah son of Avkulos objected, 'People will say, 
'One who makes blemishes in sacrifices is killed!’’







“Rabbi Yochanan said, "The excessive carefulness of 
Rabbi Zechariah son of Avkulos destroyed our Temple, 
burned our Palace, and exiled us from our Land."
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• Tosefta Menahot, 13:22
• Said Rabbi Yohanan ben Torta, “On what account was Shiloh destroyed? Because of the disgraceful disposition of the Holy 

items that were there.

• “As to Jerusalem’s First House, on what account was it destroyed? Because of the idolatry, licentiousness and bloodshed 
that marked it.

• “But as to the latter (Second) House, we know that they devoted themselves to Torah and were meticulous about tithes… 
On what account, then, did they go into Exile? Because they loved money and hated one another.

• “This teaches you that hatred of one another is evil before the Omnipresent, and Scripture deems it equivalent to idolatry, 
licentiousness, and bloodshed.”


