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ELI Talk by Rabbi Lawrence Troster, adapted by Danny Drachsler and Karen Sponder
Facilitator’s note: This is a 75-minute session, or 60 minutes if you are not screening the video.

Introduction (3 minutes)
Welcome to the Global Day of Jewish Learning.
Rabbi Lawrence Troster is the Rabbi at Kesher Israel in West Chester, PA and serves as Rabbi-in-Residence at the
Thomas Berry Forum for Ecological Dialogue at Iona College. Today we are going to explore what Rabbi Troster calls
“Green Torah Wisdom” — a path towards becoming a Jewish environmentalist.
We will start by screening an ELI Talk given by Rabbi Troster (www.elitalks.org), and then discuss the ideas he raises
while delving into Jewish texts on this topic.
ELI talks are presentations on “inspired Jewish ideas”. The talks explore the central themes of Jewish literacy, religious
engagement and identity, given in the context of each speaker’s own work, personal experiences, and Jewish or secular
texts. The speakers’ passions result in engaging and inspired talks that teach something new or perhaps counterintuitive.
You can view them at www.elitalks.org.

Part One: ELI Talk — “Green Torah Wisdom” (22 minutes)
As you watch this ELI Talk, keep these questions in mind:
1. What ideas presented in this video do you find the most inspiring? Why?
2. What concepts do you find the most challenging or surprising? Why?

o Screen the video. (16 minutes)
o Ask the participants to share their responses to the above two questions. (6 minutes)

Part Two: Scientific Knowledge and Spiritual Insight (20 minutes)
Rabbi Troster says he realized that, “Some of the greatest spiritual experiences I had ever had were in the natural
world.” He mentions summer camp canoe trips that continue to inspire him.
Let’s go out into nature — right now — by reading one of the most beautiful poems about nature ever written: Psalm
104. As you read this Psalm, allow yourself to imagine the scenes it describes, and recall your experiences outside in
nature.
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o Read Text #1 aloud.

תהילים פרק קד

Text #1: Psalm 104: 1–24.

:'ה- אֶת,א ּב ְָרכִי נַ ְפׁשִי
. ָ ּגָדַ לְּתָ ּמְא ֹד; הֹוד ְוהָדָ ר ָל ָבׁשְּת,ה' אֱֹלקַי

1 Bless the LORD, O my soul; O LORD, my God, You are very great;
You are clothed in glory and majesty,

. ַּכי ְִריעָה,ׁש ַמי ִם
ָ ּשׂ ְלמָה; נֹוטֶה
ַ  ַּכ,אֹור-ב עֹטֶה

2 wrapped in a robe of light; You spread the heavens like a tent cloth.

: ֲעלִּיֹותָ יו,ג ַה ְמק ֶָרה ַב ַּמי ִם
.ַרּוח- ַּכנְפֵי- עַל, ָעבִים ְרכּובֹו; ַה ְמ ַהּלְֵך-ַהּשָׂם
. אֵׁש ֹלהֵט,ד עֹׂשֶה ַמלְָאכָיו רּוחֹות; ְמׁש ְָרתָ יו

3 He sets the rafters of His lofts in the waters, makes the clouds His chariot,
moves on the wings of the wind.

4 He makes the winds His messengers, fiery flames His servants.

. עֹולָם ָועֶד,ּתִ ּמֹוט-מְכֹונֶיהָ; ּבַל- עַל,א ֶֶרץ-ה יָסַד

5 He established the earth on its foundations, so that it shall never totter.

. י ַ ַעמְדּו ָמי ִם,ה ִָרים- ַּכּלְבּוׁש ִּכּסִיתֹו; עַל,ו ּתְ הֹום

6 You made the deep cover it as a garment; the waters stood above the
mountains.

. י ֵ ָחפֵזּון,קֹול ַר ַעמְָך- ַּגע ֲָרתְ ָך י ְנּוסּון; מִן-ז מִן
. זֶה יָסַדְּתָ ָלהֶם,מְקֹום- י ְֵרדּו ְבקָעֹות — אֶל,ח יַעֲלּו ה ִָרים
.ָָארץ
ֶ  ְלכַּסֹות ה,יְׁשֻבּון-יַעֲב ֹרּון; ּבַל- ּבַל, ָׂשמְּת
ַ -ט ּגְבּול
. י ְ ַהּלֵכּון, ַּבּנְ ָחלִים; ּבֵין ה ִָרים,ׁש ֵּל ַח ַמ ְעיָנִים
ַ י ַה ְמ

7 They fled at Your blast, rushed away at the sound of Your thunder,
8 — mountains rising, valleys sinking — to the place You established for them.
9 You set the bounds they must not pass so that they never again cover the
earth.

10 You make springs gush forth in torrents; they make their way between the
hills,

.ׁשּבְרּו פ ְָראִים ְצמָָאם
ְ ִ  ַחי ְתֹו ׂשָדָ י; י- ּכָל,יא יַׁשְקּו
.קֹול- י ִּתְ נּו,ּשׁ ַמי ִם יִׁשְּכֹון; ִמּבֵין ֳעפָאי ִם
ָ  ַה- עֹוף,יב ֲעלֵיהֶם
ׂשּבַע
ְ ִ ּת, ֵמ ֲעלִּיֹותָ יו; ִמּפ ְִרי ַמ ֲעׂשֶיָך,ׁשקֶה ה ִָרים
ְ יג ַמ
.ָָארץ
ֶ ה
; ַלעֲב ֹדַ ת הָָאדָ ם, ְו ֵעׂשֶב, ַל ְּב ֵהמָה,יד ַמ ְצמִי ַח ָחצִיר
.ָָארץ
ֶ ה- מִן,לְהֹוצִיא ֶלחֶם
;ּשׁמֶן
ָ אֱנֹוׁש — ְל ַה ְצהִיל ָּפנִים ִמ-ׂשּמַח ְלבַב
ַ ְ  י,טו ְויַי ִן
.אֱנֹוׁש י ִ ְסעָד- ְלבַב,ְו ֶלחֶם
. ֲאׁשֶר נָטָע,ַארזֵי ְלבָנֹון
ְ — ' ֲעצֵי ה,ׂשּבְעּו
ְ ִ טז י

11 giving drink to all the wild beasts; the wild asses slake their thirst.
12 The birds of the sky dwell beside them and sing among the foliage.
13 You water the mountain from Your lofts; the earth is sated from the fruit of
Your work.

14 You make the grass grow for the cattle, and herbage for man’s labor that
he may get food out of the earth -

15 wine that cheers the hearts of men oil that makes the face shine,
and bread that sustains man’s life.

16 The trees of the LORD drink their fill, the cedars of Lebanon, His own
planting,

. ּבְרֹוׁשִים ּבֵיתָ ּה, ִצּפ ֳִרים י ְ ַקּנֵנּו; ֲחסִידָ ה,ׁשָם-יז ֲאׁשֶר

17 where birds make their nests; the stork has her home in the junipers.

.ׁש ַפּנִים
ְ  ַמ ְחסֶה ַל, ַלּי ְ ֵעלִים; ְס ָלעִים,יח ה ִָרים ַהּגְבֹהִים

18 The high mountains are for wild goats; the crags are a refuge for rockbadgers.

. י ָדַ ע מְבֹואֹו,ׁשמֶׁש
ֶ ; לְמֹועֲדִ ים,ַיט ָעׂשָה י ֵָרח
.יָעַר- ַחי ְתֹו- ּכָל,תִ ְרמ ֹׂש- וִיהִי ָליְלָה — ּבֹו,חֹׁשְֶך-כ ּתָ ׁשֶת
. ָא ְכלָם, ׁש ֹ ֲאגִים ַלּט ֶָרף; ּו ְל ַבּקֵׁש ֵמקֵל,ִירים
ִ כא ַה ְּכפ
. י ְִרּבָצּון,מְעֹונ ֹתָ ם- י ֵָאסֵפּון; ְואֶל,ּשׁמֶׁש
ֶ כב ּתִ ז ְַרח ַה
.ע ֶָרב-כג יֵצֵא ָאדָ ם ְל ָפעֳלֹו; ְו ַלעֲב ֹדָ תֹו עֲדֵ י
; ָ ְּב ָח ְכמָה ָעׂשִית, ה' — ֻּכּלָם,רּבּו ַמ ֲעׂשֶיָך-ָה
ַ כד מ
. ִקנְיָנֶָך,ָָארץ
ֶ ָמלְָאה ה
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19 He made the moon to mark the seasons; the sun knows when to set.
20 You bring on darkness and it is night, when all the beasts of the forests stir.
21 The lions roar for prey, seeking their food from God.
22 When the sun rises, they come home and couch in their dens.
23 Man then goes to his work, to his labor until the evening.
24 How many are the things You have made, O LORD; You have made them
all with wisdom; the earth is full of Your creations.
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o Ask:
1. Have you had any outdoors/nature experiences, in summer camp or elsewhere, that continue to inspire you?
Briefly describe the experience.

o Ask participants to take one minute to write a summary of this Psalm for themselves. Then read Rabbi
Steinsaltz’s summary — Text #2.
In Rabbi Adin Even-Israel Steinsaltz’s commentary on this Psalm, he offers the following summary. One of the leading
scholars of this century, Rabbi Steinsaltz is best known for his commentary on the entire Talmud and for his work on
Jewish mysticism.
o Read Text #2 aloud.

Text #2: Rabbi Adin Even-Israel Steinsaltz. Tehilim.
 על דרכי החיים של כל, על השמים והארץ והים: על הדברים הגדולים והקטנים שבו, שירה גדולה על העולם כולו.המנון על הבריאה
. הכולל בתוכו את המוות והתחייה,היצורים כולם ועל המחזור הגדול של החיים
A hymn about Creation. A great song about the whole world, about the big and the small things in it — about
the sky and the earth and the sea, about the ways of life of all the creations, and about the great cycle of life,
which encompasses death as well as rebirth.
Maimonides (also known as Rambam) lived in Spain and Egypt in the 12th century; he was a physician and philosopher whose extensive works have been an essential influence within Judaism. Maimonides felt that the study of the
natural world was a prerequisite to spiritual life. Within Text #3, Rambam references two other Psalms to illustrate this.

Text #3: Maimonides. Mishneh Torah, Sefer Madda, Hilchot Yesodei HaTorah 2:2. English

translation by Isadore Twersky in A Maimonides Reader.

הלכות יסודי התורה פרק שני
 והיאך היא הדרך לאהבתו ויראתו בשעה שיתבונן האדם במעשיו וברואיו הנפלאים הגדולים ויראה מהן חכמתו שאין לה ערך ולא קץ מיד.ב
הוא אוהב ומשבח ומפאר ומתאוה תאוה גדולה לידע השם הגדול כמו שאמר דוד צמאה נפשי לאלקים לקאל חי וכשמחשב בדברים האלו
עצמן מיד הוא נרתע לאחוריו ויפחד ויודע שהוא בריה קטנה שפלה אפלה עומדת בדעת קלה מעוטה לפני תמים דעות כמו שאמר דוד כי
.אראה שמיך מעשה אצבעותיך מה אנוש כי תזכרנו
And what is the way that will lead to the love of Him and the fear of Him? When a person contemplates His
great and wondrous works and creatures and from them obtains a glimpse of His wisdom which is incomparable and infinite, he will straightaway love Him, praise Him, glorify Him, and long with an exceeding longing to
know His great Name; even as David said, “My soul thirsts for God, for the living God” (Psalm 42:3). And when
he ponders these matters he will recoil frightened, and realize that he is a small creature, lowly and obscure,
endowed with slight and slender intelligence, standing in the presence of Him who is perfect in knowledge.
And so David said “When I consider Your heavens, the work of Your fingers — what is man that You are
mindful of him?” (Psalm 8:4–5).
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o Ask:
1. How does Maimonides’ concept of the “study of the natural world” lead us to a protective, rather than an
exploitative, relationship with nature and science?
2. Maimonides believes that it is the realization of God as the source of all Creation that gives a person feelings
of wonder and humility towards the natural world. Think back to your personal experience with nature/the
outdoors. What was it about the experience that inspired you?
Maimonides said that by studying nature we would learn, first of all, to create feelings of wonder and love in ourselves
when we observe the wisdom of God’s creation. He said it would also inspire a sense of awe and humility, so that we
would understand our place in creation and not be so arrogant about it.

Part Three: Long-term Thinking (10 minutes)
What we do to the environment today will affect future generations. Rabbi Troster describes sustainability as a moral idea,
that we should “meet the needs of the present generation without jeopardizing the needs of the future generation”.
The Talmud relates this story of Honi “The Circle Maker”, a Jewish scholar of the 1st century B.C.E.

Text #4: Babylonian Talmud Ta’anit 23a. English translation [bold text] and commentary [plain text] by
Rabbi Adin Even-Israel Steinsaltz in the Koren Talmud Bavli.

יה ְל ַההוּא
ְ יֹומא ַחד ֲהוָ ה ֲאזַ ל ְ ּב
ָ
ּ ֵ ַחזְ י,אֹוא ָחא
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ל
ֵ
א
מ
ַ
א
ֲ
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ּב
ָ
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ח
ָ
ע
ט
ַ
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ה
ָו
ה
ֲ
ַּד
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א
ָ
ב
ְ ַ ּג
ּ
 ַעד ׁ ִש ְב ִעין:יה
ּ ַעד ַּכ ָּמה ׁ ְשנִין ָט ֵעין? ֲא ַמא ֵל
יטא ָל ְך דְּ ָחיֵ ית ׁ ִש ְב ִעין
ָ  ּ ְ׳ ׁ ִש:יה
ּ ׁ ְשנִיןד ֲא ַמא ֵל
ּ
 ַהאי ַג ְב ָאא ָע ְל ָמא ְ ּב ָחאו ָּבא:יה
ּ ׁ ְשנִין? ֲא ַמא ֵל
,יכי דְּ ׁ ָש ְת ִלי ִלי ֲא ָב ֲה ַתי
ִ יהד ִּכי ֵה
ּ ַא ׁ ְש ַּכ ְח ֵּת
ׁ ָש ְת ִלי נַ ִמי ִל ְב ַאאיד

One day, he was walking along the road when he saw a
certain man planting a carob tree.b Ĥoni said to him: This
tree, after how many years will it bear fruit? The man said
to him: It will not produce fruit until seventy years have
passed. Ĥoni said to him: Is it obvious to you that you will
live seventy years, that you expect to benefit from this tree?
He said to him: That man himself found a world full of
carob trees. Just as my ancestors planted for me, I too am
planting for my descendants.

יה ׁ ֵשינְ ָתא
ְ יך ִא
ְ  יְ ֵתיב ָ א ָּכ ֵאĤoni sat and ate bread. Sleep overcame him and he slept.
ּ י׳ ָּתאד ֲא ָתא ֵל
,יכ ֵסי ֵמ ֵעינָ א
ָ יה ְמ ׁשו
ַּ ּנִיתא ִא
ּ  נִיםד ֲא ַה ְד ָאא ֵלA cliff formed around him, and he disappeared from sight
slept for seventy years. When he awoke, he saw a
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נִיןד ִּכיcarob
ש ְב ִעין ׁ ְש
ִ ׁ  וְ נִיםIsand
ּ ֵ ַחזְ י, ָ םthe
1. Consider אthe
tree.
he “meeting the needs of the present generation without
certain man gathering carobs from that tree. Ĥoni said to
jeopardizing
needs
what Rabbi Troster defines as sustainability?
ּ ֵ א ְמ ַלgeneration”,
 הוּאthe
 ַא ְּת:יה
יהוּדthe
ְט ִמ ּינַיfuture
ָ דְּ הוּא
ּ  ֲא ַמא ֵלof
him: Are you the one who planted this tree? The man said
Why or why
only
forI the
future
for said
the present?
 ֲא ַמאnot?
 ֲאנָ אדIs
יה
 ַ ּבא:יה
יה
 דִּ ׁ ְש ַת ְלto
ּ אitֵ  ְ ּבsustainable
ּ ? ֲא ַמא ֵלto
ּ ֵּתprovide
him:
am his
son’sand
son.not
Ĥoni
to him: I can learn
2. The man א
planting
we are
the
world
we will years,
bestow
our heirs.
ָין ׁ ְשנִיןד ֲחזthe
ש ְב ִעcarob
ִ ׁ ימי
ִ ְדְּ נַיtree
 ִמ ָּינ ּהtells
ׁ ְש ַמעus
:יה
 ֵלfrom
ּ that
thisshaping
that I have
slept
for seventy
andto
indeed
he What
are you doingידnow
are
you
“planting”
—that
thathis
the
next and
futureseveral
generations
will inherit?
donkey
had sired
herds during
those
—כי ַא ָּמ ֵכ
ֵ א ָּמwhat
ַ יה
ָ תיְ ִיל
ְ יה דְּ ִא
ּ ידא ֵל
ּ  ַל ֲח ָמ ֵאsaw
many years.
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members
of the
household:to look beyond
 ְמ ַע ֵ ּגfuture
 דְּ חֹונִי ַהgenerations
יה
יה
ֵ ל ְל ֵבupon
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יה
ָ יה ֵל
ּ  ַ ּבא ְ ּב ֵא,יתא
ּ  ְ ּב ֵא:יה
ּ  ִמי ַ ּיָ ים? ֲא ַמא ּו ֵלIs the son of Ĥoni HaMe’aggel alive? They said to him: His
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 ֲאנָ א חֹונִי ַה ְמ ַע ֵ ּגלד ָלא:ּיתאד ֲא ַמא ְלהו
ָ ִא
ימנוּה ּוד ֲאזַ ל ְל ֵבית ַה ִּמ ְד ָא ׁש ׁ ְש ָמ ִעינְ ה ּו
ְ ֵה
 נְ ִה ָיאן ׁ ְש ַמ ְע ְּת ִתין ְּכ ִב ׁ ְשנֵי:ְל ַא ָ ּבנַ ן דְּ ָ ָא ְמ ִאי
 דְּ ִכי ָהוֵ י ָעיֵ יל ְל ֵבית ִמ ְד ָא ׁ ָשא,חֹונִי ַה ְמ ַע ֵ ּגל
ָּכל ו ׁ ְּשיָ א דְּ ָהו ּו ְלה ּו ְל ַא ָ ּבנַן ֲהוָ ה ְמ ָ׳ ֵא ְלהוּד
 וְ ָלא ָע ְב ִדי,ּימנוּהו
ְ  וְ ָלא ֵה,ּ ֲאנָ א נִיהו:ֲּא ַמא ְלהו
Day of J ewish Learning
 ָ ּב ֵעי,יה
ּ יהד ֲח ַל ׁש דַּ ֲע ֵת
ּ יה יְ ָ ָאא ִּכ ְד ִמ ָ ּב ֵעי ֵל
ּ ֵל
:ינָשי
ֵ ׁ  ַהיְ ינ ּו דְּ ָא ְמ ִאי ֱא, ו ִּמיתד ֲא ַמא ָא ָבא,ַא ֲח ֵמי

son is no longer with us, but his son’s son is alive. He said
to them: I am Ĥoni HaMe’aggel. They did not believe him.
He went to the study hall, where he heard the Sages say
about one scholar: His halakhot are as enlightening and as
clear as in the years of Ĥoni HaMe’aggel, for when Ĥoni
HaMe’aggel would enter the study hall he would resolve
for the Sages any difficulty they had. Ĥoni said to them: I
4 they did not believe
November
am he, but
him 20,
and2016
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pay him
proper respect. Ĥoni became very upset, prayed for mercy,
and died. Rava said: This explains the folk saying that
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Part Four: Everything is Interconnected (10 minutes)
Rabbi Troster shows us that everything is interconnected. This is more than a scientific fact or a spiritual philosophy;
Rabbi Troster says it is a moral idea. What we buy, how it was made, where it came from, how the people who made
it were treated, and the whole process’s impact on the environment are all morally interconnected.
In our tradition the idea of interconnectedness is shown in some of our most beautiful texts — found in the book of
Psalms — w
 hat the rabbis in the Talmud called the “Seder Bereishit” (the Order of Creation).
o Ask:
1. Thinking back to the Psalm which opened this discussion, which images in this Psalm evoke a
feeling of interconnectedness for you?

Text #5 is from Leviticus Rabbah, a collection of sermons on the themes of Leviticus. It describes the moral
importance of our connection to the world around us.

Text #5: Leviticus Rabbah, Margoliot Edition, Leviticus 4:6. Translation by Rabbi Troster.
, אמרו לו חביריו למה את עושה כן.תני ר ‘שמעון בן יוחי משל לבני אדם שהיו נתונין בספינה ונטל אחד מהן מקדח והתחיל קודח תחתיו
. אמרו לו מפני שאתה מיציף עלינו את הספינה. לא תחתי אני קודח,אמ’ להן מה איכפת לכם
Rabbi Shimon bar Yochai said, it is to be compared to people who are traveling in a boat. And one of them
took a drill and began to drill underneath him. His companions said, “What are you doing?” and he said,
“What do you care? Am I not drilling under myself? It’s my seat…” And his companions said, “But you
will flood the boat for us all.”
o Ask:
1. Is the boat in this Midrash a good analogy for situations in the real world? Why or why not?
2. H
 ave you witnessed people who act like the man in the boat who drilled underneath himself? What did
those people do? How did you, or your group or community, respond?

Conclusion (10 minutes)
We live and act within a world created by the Divine, a world in which the fate of all life is bound up together across
time as well as through space — we are in the boat together. How can we come to terms with the responsibility we
bear for this world? Rabbi Steinsaltz proposes we imagine ourselves as partners with the Divine.
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Text #6: Rabbi Adin Even-Israel Steinsaltz. “Eyes to Earth, Heart to Heaven”.
17 September 2014.
The Talmud (Yevamot 105b) records a discussion regarding whether one who prays should focus his attention
on earth or Heaven…The Talmud’s conclusion is that we turn our eyes to earth but our hearts to Heaven. Our
eyes focus on earth, so that we see and deal with the world’s problems and pains. At the same time, however,
we turn our hearts to Heaven, not for practical reasons but for our own betterment. God surely could have
made a perfect, static world, but He did not. He created a dynamic world with lacunae of all kinds, lacunae
that facilitate movement and change. God then entrusted this world to Man, a completely improbable being
whose Divine soul rests in the body of a gorilla. He created Man with both the capacity for greatness and the
susceptibility to sin. Then He made him a partner, albeit a very junior partner, in Creation. From that moment it
became our responsibility to finish His work, to observe every aspect of our world, to take responsibility for its
problems and, most of all, to care about one another.
o Ask:
1. R
 abbi Steinsaltz speaks of “lacunae” (holes, gaps, voids) in the world, making “movement and change”
possible. In terms of the natural world — the “environment” — what do you consider to be some of the
greatest opportunities for movement and change?
2. W
 hat would it look like to “take responsibility” for those problems, as Rabbi Steinsaltz suggests we do,
so that we can have a more positive effect on the world 70 years from now and beyond?
“Dealing with the world’s problems and pains” means addressing the challenges that confront all people — creating
a secure place to live, building loving and supportive relationships with those around us, and caring for those less
fortunate. These challenges have basic needs at their root, needs for food, clothing and shelter, which we depend
on the natural world to provide.
Today we have gained some initial “Green Torah Wisdom”, as we have seen how the combination of Jewish texts and
modern science offers guidance for living a sustainable and just life — one in balance with the natural world.
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Part Two: Scientific Knowledge and Spiritual Insight
Text #1: Psalm 104: 1–24.
:'ה- אֶת,א ּב ְָרכִי נַ ְפׁשִי
. ָ ּגָדַ לְּתָ ּמְא ֹד; הֹוד ְוהָדָ ר ָל ָבׁשְּת,ה' אֱֹלקַי
. ַּכי ְִריעָה,ׁש ַמי ִם
ָ ּשׂ ְלמָה; נֹוטֶה
ַ  ַּכ,אֹור-ב עֹטֶה
: ֲעלִּיֹותָ יו,ג ַה ְמק ֶָרה ַב ַּמי ִם
.ַרּוח- ַּכנְפֵי- עַל, ָעבִים ְרכּובֹו; ַה ְמ ַהּלְֵך-ַהּשָׂם
. אֵׁש ֹלהֵט,ד עֹׂשֶה ַמלְָאכָיו רּוחֹות; ְמׁש ְָרתָ יו

תהילים פרק קד
1 Bless the LORD, O my soul; O LORD, my God, You are very great;
You are clothed in glory and majesty,

2 wrapped in a robe of light; You spread the heavens like a tent cloth.
3 He sets the rafters of His lofts in the waters. makes the clouds His chariot,
moves on the wings of the wind.

4 He makes the winds His messengers, fiery flames His servants.

. עֹולָם ָועֶד,ּתִ ּמֹוט-מְכֹונֶיהָ; ּבַל- עַל,א ֶֶרץ-ה יָסַד

5 He established the earth on its foundations, so that it shall never totter.

. י ַ ַעמְדּו ָמי ִם,ה ִָרים- ַּכּלְבּוׁש ִּכּסִיתֹו; עַל,ו ּתְ הֹום

6 You made the deep cover it as a garment; the waters stood above the

. י ֵ ָחפֵזּון,קֹול ַר ַעמְָך- ַּגע ֲָרתְ ָך י ְנּוסּון; מִן-ז מִן
ָ זֶה יָסַדְּת,מְקֹום- י ְֵרדּו ְבקָעֹות — אֶל,ח יַעֲלּו ה ִָרים
.ָלהֶם

mountains.

7 They fled at Your blast. rushed away at the sound of Your thunder,
8 — mountains rising, valleys sinking — to the place You established for them.

.ָָארץ
ֶ  ְלכַּסֹות ה,יְׁשֻבּון-יַעֲב ֹרּון; ּבַל- ּבַל, ָׂשמְּת
ַ -ט ּגְבּול

9 You set the bounds they must not pass so that they never again cover the earth.

. י ְ ַהּלֵכּון, ַּבּנְ ָחלִים; ּבֵין ה ִָרים,ׁש ֵּל ַח ַמ ְעיָנִים
ַ י ַה ְמ

10 You make springs gush forth in torrents; they make their way between the hills,

.ׁשּבְרּו פ ְָראִים ְצמָָאם
ְ ִ  ַחי ְתֹו ׂשָדָ י; י- ּכָל,יא יַׁשְקּו

11 giving drink to all the wild beasts; the wild asses slake their thirst.

.קֹול- י ִּתְנּו,ּשׁ ַמי ִם יִׁשְּכֹון; ִמּבֵין ֳעפָאי ִם
ָ  ַה- עֹוף,יב ֲעלֵיהֶם

12 The birds of the sky dwell beside them and sing among the foliage.

ׂשּבַע
ְ ִ ּת, ֵמ ֲעלִּיֹותָ יו; ִמּפ ְִרי ַמ ֲעׂשֶיָך,ׁשקֶה ה ִָרים
ְ יג ַמ
.ָָארץ
ֶ ה

13 You water the mountain from Your lofts; the earth is sated from the fruit of

; ַלעֲב ֹדַ ת הָָאדָ ם, ְו ֵעׂשֶב, ַל ְּב ֵהמָה,יד ַמ ְצמִי ַח ָחצִיר
.ָָארץ
ֶ ה- מִן,לְהֹוצִיא ֶלחֶם

14 You make the grass grow for the cattle, and herbage for man’s labor that he

;ּשׁמֶן
ָ אֱנֹוׁש — ְל ַה ְצהִיל ָּפנִים ִמ-ׂשּמַח ְלבַב
ַ ְ  י,טו ְויַי ִן
.אֱנֹוׁש י ִ ְסעָד- ְלבַב,ְו ֶלחֶם

15 wine that cheers the hearts of men oil that makes the face shine, and bread

. ֲאׁשֶר נָטָע,ַארזֵי ְלבָנֹון
ְ — ' ֲעצֵי ה,ׂשּבְעּו
ְ ִ טז י

Your work.

may get food out of the earth —
that sustains man’s life.

16 The trees of the LORD drink their fill, the cedars of Lebanon, His own planting,

. ּבְרֹוׁשִים ּבֵיתָ ּה, ִצּפ ֳִרים י ְ ַקּנֵנּו; ֲחסִידָ ה,ׁשָם-יז ֲאׁשֶר

17 where birds make their nests; the stork has her home in the junipers.

.ׁש ַפּנִים
ְ  ַמ ְחסֶה ַל, ַלּי ְ ֵעלִים; ְס ָלעִים,יח ה ִָרים ַהּגְבֹהִים

18 The high mountains are for wild goats; the crags are a refuge for rock-badgers.

. י ָדַ ע מְבֹואֹו,ׁשמֶׁש
ֶ ; לְמֹועֲדִ ים,ַיט ָעׂשָה י ֵָרח
.יָעַר- ַחי ְתֹו- ּכָל,תִרמ ֹׂש-ּבֹו
ְ
—  וִיהִי ָליְלָה,חֹׁשְֶך-כ ּתָ ׁשֶת
. ָא ְכלָם, ׁש ֹ ֲאגִים ַלּט ֶָרף; ּו ְל ַבּקֵׁש ֵמקֵל,ִירים
ִ כא ַה ְּכפ
. י ְִרּבָצּון,מְעֹונ ֹתָ ם- י ֵָאסֵפּון; ְואֶל,ּשׁמֶׁש
ֶ כב ּתִ ז ְַרח ַה
.ע ֶָרב-כג יֵצֵא ָאדָ ם ְל ָפעֳלֹו; ְו ַלעֲב ֹדָ תֹו עֲדֵ י
; ָ ְּב ָח ְכמָה ָעׂשִית, ה' — ֻּכּלָם,רּבּו ַמ ֲעׂשֶיָך-ָה
ַ כד מ
. ִקנְיָנֶָך,ָָארץ
ֶ ָמלְָאה ה

The Global Day of J ewish Learning

19 He made the moon to mark the seasons; the sun knows when to set.
20 You bring on darkness and it is night, when all the beasts of the forests stir.
21 The lions roar for prey, seeking their food from God.
22 When the sun rises, they come home and couch in their dens.
23 Man then goes to his work, to his labor until the evening.
24 How many are the things You have made, O LORD; You have made them all
with wisdom; the earth is full of Your creations.
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Text #2: Rabbi Adin Even-Israel Steinsaltz. Tehilim.
 על דרכי החיים של כל, על השמים והארץ והים: על הדברים הגדולים והקטנים שבו, שירה גדולה על העולם כולו.המנון על הבריאה
. הכולל בתוכו את המוות והתחייה,היצורים כולם ועל המחזור הגדול של החיים
A hymn about Creation. A great song about the whole world, about the big and the small things in it — about the
sky and the earth and the sea, about the ways of life of all the creations, and about the great cycle of life, which
encompasses death as well as rebirth.

Text #3: Maimonides. Mishneh Torah, Sefer Madda, Hilchot Yesodei HaTorah 2:2. English
translation by Isadore Twersky in A Maimonides Reader.

הלכות יסודי התורה פרק שני
 והיאך היא הדרך לאהבתו ויראתו בשעה שיתבונן האדם במעשיו וברואיו הנפלאים הגדולים ויראה מהן חכמתו שאין לה ערך ולא קץ מיד.ב
הוא אוהב ומשבח ומפאר ומתאוה תאוה גדולה לידע השם הגדול כמו שאמר דוד צמאה נפשי לאלקים לקאל חי וכשמחשב בדברים האלו
עצמן מיד הוא נרתע לאחוריו ויפחד ויודע שהוא בריה קטנה שפלה אפלה עומדת בדעת קלה מעוטה לפני תמים דעות כמו שאמר דוד כי
.אראה שמיך מעשה אצבעותיך מה אנוש כי תזכרנו
And what is the way that will lead to the love of Him and the fear of Him? When a person contemplates His great and
wondrous works and creatures and from them obtains a glimpse of His wisdom which is incomparable and infinite, he
will straightaway love Him, praise Him, glorify Him, and long with an exceeding longing to know His great Name; even
as David said, “My soul thirsts for God, for the living God” (Psalm 42:3). And when he ponders these matters he will recoil frightened, and realize that he is a small creature, lowly and obscure, endowed with slight and slender intelligence,
standing in the presence of Him who is perfect in knowledge. And so David said “When I consider Your heavens, the
work of Your fingers — what is man that You are mindful of him?” (Psalm 8:4–5).

Part Three: Long-term Thinking
Text #4: Babylonian Talmud Ta’anit 23a. English translation [bold text] and commentary [plain text] by
Rabbi Adin Even-Israel Steinsaltz in the Koren Talmud Bavli.

The Global

יה ְל ַההוּא
ְ יֹומא ַחד ֲהוָ ה ֲאזַ ל ְ ּב
ָ
ּ ֵ ַחזְ י,אֹוא ָחא
 ַהאי:יה
ּ ַ ּג ְב ָאא דַּ ֲהוָ ה נָ ַטע ָחאו ָּבאד ֲא ַמא ֵל
 ַעד ׁ ִש ְב ִעין:יה
ּ ַעד ַּכ ָּמה ׁ ְשנִין ָט ֵעין? ֲא ַמא ֵל
יטא ָל ְך דְּ ָחיֵ ית ׁ ִש ְב ִעין
ָ  ּ ְ׳ ׁ ִש:יה
ּ ׁ ְשנִיןד ֲא ַמא ֵל
 ַהאי ַ ּג ְב ָאא ָע ְל ָמא ְ ּב ָחאו ָּבא:יה
ּ ׁ ְשנִין? ֲא ַמא ֵל
,יכי דְּ ׁ ָש ְת ִלי ִלי ֲא ָב ֲה ַתי
ִ יהד ִּכי ֵה
ּ ַא ׁ ְש ַּכ ְח ֵּת
ׁ ָש ְת ִלי נַ ִמי ִל ְב ַאאיד

One day, he was walking along the road when he saw a
certain man planting a carob tree.b Ĥoni said to him: This
tree, after how many years will it bear fruit? The man said
to him: It will not produce fruit until seventy years have
passed. Ĥoni said to him: Is it obvious to you that you will
live seventy years, that you expect to benefit from this tree?
He said to him: That man himself found a world full of
carob trees. Just as my ancestors planted for me, I too am
planting for my descendants.

יה ׁ ֵשינְ ָתא
ְ יך ִא
ְ יְ ֵתיב ָ א ָּכ ֵא
ּ י׳ ָּתאד ֲא ָתא ֵל
,יכ ֵסי ֵמ ֵעינָ א
ָ יה ְמ ׁשו
ַּ ּנִיתא ִא
ּ נִיםד ֲא ַה ְד ָאא ֵל
יה ְל ַההוּא ַ ּג ְב ָאא
ּ ֵ ַחזְ י,וְ נִים ׁ ִש ְב ִעין ׁ ְשנִיןד ִּכי ָ ם
 ַא ְּת הוּא:יה
ּ דְּ הוּא ָ א ְמ ַל ֵ ּ ט ִמ ּינַיְ יהוּד ֲא ַמא ֵל
יה ֲאנָ אד ֲא ַמא
ּ  ַ ּבא ְ ּב ֵא:יה
ּ יה? ֲא ַמא ֵל
ּ דִּ ׁ ְש ַת ְל ֵּת
נִיןד ֲחזָ א
 ׁ ְשJיןewish
ימי ׁ ִש ְב ִע
ִ ְנַיLearning
ְּ ׁ ְש ַמע ִמ ָּינ ּה ד:יה
ּ ֵל
Day
of
יה ַא ָּמ ֵכי ַא ָּמ ֵכיד
ּ יה דְּ ִא ְתיְ ִיל ָידא ֵל
ּ ַל ֲח ָמ ֵא

Ĥoni sat and ate bread. Sleep overcame him and he slept.
A cliff formed around him, and he disappeared from sight
and slept for seventy years. When he awoke, he saw a
certain man gathering carobs from that tree. Ĥoni said to
him: Are you the one who planted this tree? The man said
to him: I am his son’s son. Ĥoni said to him: I can learn
from this8that I have sleptNovember
for seventy20,
years,
and indeed
he
2016
www.theglobalday.org
saw that his donkey had sired several herds during those
many years.
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Part Four: Everything is Interconnected
Text #5: Midrash Rabbah, Margoliot Edition, Leviticus 4:6. Translation by Rabbi Troster.
, אמרו לו חביריו למה את עושה כן.תני ר ‘שמעון בן יוחי משל לבני אדם שהיו נתונין בספינה ונטל אחד מהן מקדח והתחיל קודח תחתיו
. אמרו לו מפני שאתה מיציף עלינו את הספינה. לא תחתי אני קודח,אמ’ להן מה איכפת לכם
Rabbi Shimon bar Yochai said, it is to be compared to people who are traveling in a boat. And one of them took a drill
and began to drill underneath him. His companions said, “What are you doing?” and he said, “What do you care? Am I
not drilling under myself? It’s my seat…” And his companions said, “But you will flood the boat for us all.”

Conclusion
Text # 6: Rabbi Adin Even-Israel Steinsaltz. “Eyes to Earth, Heart to Heaven”.
17 September 2014.
The Talmud (Yevamot 105b) records a discussion regarding whether one who prays should focus his attention on earth
or Heaven…The Talmud’s conclusion is that we turn our eyes to earth but our hearts to Heaven. Our eyes focus on
earth, so that we see and deal with the world’s problems and pains. At the same time, however, we turn our hearts
to Heaven, not for practical reasons but for our own betterment. God surely could have made a perfect, static world,
but He did not. He created a dynamic world with lacunae of all kinds, lacunae that facilitate movement and change.
God then entrusted this world to Man, a completely improbable being whose Divine soul rests in the body of a gorilla.
He created Man with both the capacity for greatness and the susceptibility to sin. Then He made him a partner, albeit
a very junior partner, in Creation. From that moment it became our responsibility to finish His work, to observe every
aspect of our world, to take responsibility for its problems and, most of all, to care about one another.
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