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INTRO

Exodus 6:6-7
"Therefore, say to the Israelites: 'I am the Lord, and I will bring you out from under the

yoke of the Egyptians. I will save you from being slaves to them, and I will redeem
you with an outstretched arm and with mighty acts of judgment. I will take you as my
own people, and I will be your God. Then you will know that I am the Lordyour God,

who brought you out from under the yoke of the Egyptians.

“I WILL BRING YOU OUT” - Finding Our Identity
Exodus 8:21
 “On the tenth of this month,” G-d instructed Moses, “every man shall take a lamb for his
family, one lamb for each household... It should be held in safekeeping until the
fourteenth of this month; the entire community of Israel shall then slaughter their
sacrifices in the afternoon... They shall eat the meat that night, roasted over fire, with
matzah and bitter herbs...”

Tur Orach Chaim section 430
The Jewish nation should have expected a mass “pogrom” attacking and stoning the Jews.
Yet, the Egyptians watched this happen and they kept silent. Hence, to commemorate this
extraordinary event, we call this Shabbos “The Great Shabbat.”

“I WILL SAVE YOU” - Staying Positive

Babylonian Talmud, Tractate Pesachim Chap 1
On the eve of the 14th of Nissan, we should search for chametz in our homes, and all of
our  lands... Why a candle? Because a candle helps us search for chametz in tiny holes,
cracks and crevices. 

Code of Jewish Law – Laws of Passover: 
Over the centuries it also became standard to bring along a feather as a tiny broom and
a wooden spoon as a sort of miniature dustpan. When we're all done, we take the
feather, the spoon and the candle — along with our leaven — and put them in a bag.
The next morning we throw the bag in the fire and watch its contents go up in flames as
we ask G-d to remove the chametz from our lives just as we have removed it from our
homes.

Deuteronomy Chap. 14
In the category of birds, the Torah enumerates twenty-four species of birds which are
not kosher. One of them is called by three names—the Raah, Dayah and Ayah.
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Babylonian Talmud, Tractate Chullin, 63b
Rabbi Abahu said, the Raah bird is the same as the Ayah. Why is this bird it called
"Raah?" Because it sees exceedingly well. We have learnt that this bird stands in
Babylon, and sees a carcass in the Land of Israel!

“I WILL REDEEM YOU”: Letting Go & Embracing the Now
Exodus 3:22
Every woman is to ask her neighbor and any woman living in her house for silver and
gold and for clothing, which you will put on your sons and daughters. And so you will
plunder the Egyptians.

Cairo newspaper Al-Ahram Al-Arabi, September 1, 2003
A prominent Egyptian law professor, Nabil Hilmi, Dean at the University of Al-Zaqaziq, is
mounting a massive lawsuit against “all Jews around the world” for the theft of one
trillion tons of Egyptian gold during the Exodus. The Professor said, “This was the
greatest act of collective theft in history.” He wants the gold back, plus interest for the
last 3,300 years, though he graciously offered to spread the repayment term over the
next 1,000 years — with interest, of course. 

Rabbi Avraham Yitzchak Hakohen Kook in his Haggadah Commentary, page 85
G-d wanted the Israelites to leave with a sense that some of the debt had been settled,
so that part of the stigma of slavery would be erased and they could leave without a
deep sense of hatred and rage. 

“I WILL TAKE YOU AS MY OWN PEOPLE” : Splitting Our Sea &
Unleashing our potential 

Exodus 13:17
When Pharaoh let the people go, God did not lead them on the road through the
Philistine country, though that was shorter. 

Rabbi Menachem Schneerson, Based on Sefer Hashichot, 5748, Volume 2:
Our personality has two layers: our sea, and our land. What we know of ourselves, our
visible strengths, our tested talents and our known abilities, the elements of our
character that we are aware of, these comprise the dry land of our personality. But
below the surface of our character lies a vast sea of latent talents, inner strengths and
untapped abilities that we never knew we had. In the depth of our soul lies a reserve of
dormant energy waiting to be discovered. This is our sea, and even we ourselves are
unaware of what lies there.
At the very birth of our nation, we needed to learn of our mission: to split the sea and
bring out the latent potential of ourselves and all of humanity.

Midrash Mechilta on Beshalach 13
When the Jewish people faced the red sea, after being chased by the Egyptian army,
they divided into four camps.



There were those who said “Let us throw ourselves into the sea.” They advocated
suicide. 
A second group said “Let us return to Egypt.” They were ready to sacrifice the dream of
liberty for survival. Better to live as a slave than to die a free man, was their argument. 
A third faction argued “Let us wage war upon the Egyptians.” We might lose, but at least
we will go down fighting, and take down a few Egyptians with us. 
Finally, a fourth camp advocated: “Let us pray to G-d.” G-d is all powerful. If He wishes,
He will deliver us from this crisis too. Let’s go and pray.

Midrash Mechilta on Beshalach 14:14
Moses, however, rejected all four options as inappropriate, saying to the people these
words: “Fear not, stand by and see the salvation of G-d, which He will show you today;
for as you have seen Egypt this day, you shall not see them again, forever. G-d shall
fight for you, and you shall be silent.” 
These words of Moses actually contain a response to four different groups of Jews:
“Fear not, stand by and see the salvation of G-d,” is Moses' response to those who had
despaired of overcoming the Egyptian threat and wanted to plunge into the sea. To
them Moses said: “Stand by.” Don’t advance into the sea. Don’t jump; just stay put. 
“As you have seen Egypt this day, you shall not see them again,” is addressed to those
who advocated surrender and return to Egypt. 
“G-d shall fight for you,” is the answer to those who wished to battle the Egyptians. Do
not stage war; let G-d do the battling. 
“You shall be silent” is Moses' rejection of those who said, “This is all beyond us. All we
can do is pray.” Now is not the time for prayer. Remain silent. 
What, then, were they suppose to do? If they could not jump into the sea, nor turn back;
if they could not wage battle, and not even pray to G-d, what were they to do this at this
moment? 
The following verse gives the answer: “Speak to the children of Israel,” said G-d to
Moses, “that they shall go forward.”


