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Part Four: Transformation? (15 minutes)

It is interesting to note that the experience of being inside the fish is what changes Jonah’s path and behavior, in a way 
that his encounter with the sailors and the storm on the ship did not. What is it, exactly, that changed? When the fish 
vomits Jonah up onto dry land, God instructs Jonah — again — to go to Nineveh, and Jonah finally does. 

when Jonah reaches nineveh and gives his prophecy (Jonah 3), the people of nineveh change their ways and God 
spares them from his destruction. at this point, one might think the story of Jonah is over. however, the book of Jonah 
continues (Jonah 4) with a description of Jonah after his great task is complete. This description of his behavior and 
his attitude reveal whether or not Jonah’s spiritual journey took him as far as his physical journey.

o Ask a participant to read text #7 aloud.

text #7: Jonah 4:1-4. english translation from The Steinsaltz Tanakh, by rabbi adin even-israel steinsaltz, Koren
Publishers Jerusalem.

י ַאָתּ֙ה ֵקל־ַחּ֣נּון ְעִתּי ִכּ֤ י יַָד֗ יָשׁה ִכּ֣ ַח ַתְּרִשׁ֑ ֹ֣ ְמִתּי ִלְבר ן ִקַדּ֖ י ַעל־ֵכּ֥ י ַעד־ֱהיֹוִת֙י ַעל־ַאְדָמִת֔ ה ה’ ֲהלֹוא־ֶז֣ה ְדָבִר֗ ר ָאנָּ֤ ֹּאַמ֗ ל ֶאל־ה’ ַוי ַחר ֽלֹו: ַויְִּתַפֵּלּ֨ ה ַויִּ֖ ה גְדֹוָל֑ ַרע ֶאל־יֹוָנ֖ה ָרָע֣   ַויֵּ֥
ָרה ָלְֽך: ב ָח֥ אֶמר ה’ ַהֵהיֵט֖ ֹּ֣ י ֵמַחיָּֽי: ַוי י ֥טֹוב מֹוִת֖ נִּי ִכּ֛ י ִמֶמּ֑ ה ה’ ַקח־ָנ֥א ֶאת־נְַפִשׁ֖ ם ַעל־ָהָרָעֽה: ְוַעָתּ֣ ֶסד ְונִָח֖ יִ֙ם ְוַרב־ֶח֔ ֶרְך ַאַפּ֙ ְוַר֔חּום ֶא֤

1 Jonah was displeased with great displeasure and he was upset. 2 he prayed to the lord, and said: Please, lord, 
is this not what I had said while I was in my own land? Because of this I initially fled to Tarshish, as I knew that 
you are God, merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in kindness, and reconsidering of harm. 3 now, 
lord, please take my life from me, as my death is better than my life. 4 The lord said: are you truly so upset?

o Ask:

1.  why is Jonah upset? what insights into Jonah’s character do his emotions at the point in the story provide?
2.  Do you think Jonah’s journey has changed or transformed him? how and why?

rabbi adin even-israel steinsaltz delves deeper into Jonah’s response to completing his mission. one of the leading 
scholars of this century, rabbi steinsaltz is best known for his commentaries on the bible and Talmud, and for his 
work on Jewish mysticism.

o Ask a participant to read text #8 aloud.

text #8: rabbi Adin even-israel Steinsaltz. Note on Jonah 4, The Steinsaltz Tanakh.

...Jonah’s morose response to the success of his mission is rather surprising. whereas other prophets of 
catastrophe expressed pain and misery when their harsh prophecies came to pass, Jonah is upset by the 
annulment of his prophecy. One might consider Jonah’s dismay to be an extension of his initial decision to flee 
from his prophetic mission, a decision motivated by his frustration with the tragic lot of the prophet, whose very 
success causes him to be mocked. 
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ironically, while the book of Jonah deals with repentance, and demonstrates the power of repentance through the 
actions of nineveh’s people, it is ultimately the prophet Jonah who does not transform. even after he accepts 
God’s decree and proclaims to the people of nineveh what is demanded of him, his character and his personal 
stance remain unchanged.

o Ask:

1.  Rabbi Steinsaltz challenges us to consider that “it is ultimately the prophet Jonah who does not transform.”
Does this surprise you? Do you agree or disagree?

2.  if Jonah has changed behavior but has not changed his heart and mind, is that really a transformation?
has he really changed as a person?

3.  Think of a challenging journey you went on. how did it transform you? have you been on a challenging journey
that left you unchanged? how and why?

Jonah’s behavior and attitude towards the situation make it clear that he has not let go of his fear of being called a 
false prophet. Despite all the challenges of his voyage, and despite his near-death experiences, his concern is for 
his reputation, and that does not change over the course of the story.

18The Global Day of Jewish learninG    november 11, 2018     www.theglobalday.org  



JOIN THE CELEBRATION! 
GATHER YOUR COMMUNITY TOGETHER FOR THE 

2018 GLOBAL DAY OF JEWISH LEARNING 

ON SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 11, 2018 

JEWS WORLDWIDE UNITE IN A DAY OF STUDY, AROUND THE THEME OF 

 

 

WHAT TIME: Whenever works best for you 

and your community schedule.  

IDEAS: breakfast, Hebrew school, lunch-

and-learn, a full-day of sessions… 

 

HOW: Get started using the FREE,  

easy-to-use study guide.  

Your community can explore the richness of 

Jewish texts in your very own Global Day event.  

IDEAS: follow the curriculum, adapt the 

materials, invite a guest speaker, watch 

learning videos…  

 

WHERE: Jews in 500+ communities in more than 40 countries across 6 continents will learn on the 

same day. Add your community to the Global Jewish Map! Together we can unite the Jewish people. 

 

RSVP: Register your event at theGlobalDay.org/register. When you register, you gain FREE access to 

the curriculum, event-planning tools, video classes and more! 

 

Registration is FREE. Materials are FREE. 

Questions? Call us at +1 (212) 840-1166 or email eliana@theglobalday.org. 

 

The Global Day furthers the mission of Rabbi Adin Even-Israel Steinsaltz, to “Let My People Know” 
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