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Based on a lesson by Danny Drachsler 

Introduction (2 minutes)

Welcome to the Global Day of Jewish Learning!

The Bible introduces us to Abraham as someone who is about to begin a journey. God’s first commandment to 
Abraham is “Go forth!” (Genesis 12:1). This initial encounter and the beginning of the journey have intrigued and 
inspired Jewish biblical commentators for centuries. By exploring some of our Sages’ questions and some of their 
answers, we will consider what this short passage might reveal about journeys and how we strive to progress. 

o Have participants ask themselves:

1.  What is the farthest you have ever been from home? When you left, did you know that was how far you’d go?
If not, what was it like to go farther than you thought you would?

2.  Do you measure distance by how far you are from home or how far you are from the last place you stopped?
Why do you suppose you measure this way?

Keep these questions and your answers in mind as we learn today.

Facilitator’s Note: Abraham was previously known as Abram; you can point this out if necessary.

Part One: The Bible Text (10 minutes)

o Read text #1 aloud.

Text #1: Genesis 12:1-3. English translation [bold text] and commentary [plain text] by Rabbi Adin Even-Israel
Steinsaltz in The Steinsaltz Humash, Koren Publishers Jerusalem.

ְת ְָּך֖ ּומִ֣ב ֵּית ָאִב֑ יָך אֶל־הָא ֶָ֖ רץ   ַו֤יּ ֹאֶמר ה‘ ֶאל־ַאְבְָר֔ ם ֶלְךְ ְ־ְל ְָך֛ ֵמ ַֽאְרְ ְצ ְָך֥ ּומִּֽמֹולְַדְ
ה׃ ֵי֖ה ְבָר ָכ ה ְש ְֶׁמ֑ ָך וֶ ְֽהְ ָך֔ ַו ֲֽאַגְד ְָּל֖ ֶר ְכְ ֲאֶשׁר ַארְְ ֶאֽך׃ָּ  ְו ְֶא ֶֽעְשְ ָֹך֙ ְל ְ֣ג ֹוי ָגּד֔ ֹול וַ ֲֽאָב֣

ְׁפ ְּ֥ח ֹת ָה ֲֽאָדָמ ֽה׃ ְר ֣כ ּו בְ ְָך֔ ֖כ ּ ֹל ִמְשְ ֲר ֶ֔כיָך ּומְ ְַקֶלְּל ְָך֖ ָאא֑ ֹר ְו ְִנְבְ ַֽוֲאָב ֽ ְְר ָכ֙ה ְמ ְָב֣

1 The Lord said to Abram: Go you from your land, the geographic location where you were born; and from your 
birthplace, the place for which you harbor a sense of closeness and belonging; and from your father’s house, 
and travel to the land, currently unknown to you, that I will show you. You will be told only the general direction 
you must travel, and you will be informed when you reach your destination. 2 You embark on this journey as an 
individual who is merely the head of a family or tribe. Nevertheless, I assure you that in the place where you are 
going I will make you into a great nation and I will bless you and I will make your name great as you will be 
renowned, and you shall be a blessing, meaning that people will use you as a paradigm for blessings. When 
they bless one another, they will say: May you merit to be like Abram. 3 I will bless those who bless you, and he 
who curses you I will curse; and all the families of the earth, not only the families of your descendants or your 
neighbors, shall be blessed in, or through, you. 
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o Ask:

1.  What do you think is the reason for the unusual phrasing “lekh-lekha לך-לך” which is often translated as “go
forth”, “go-you-forth” or “go you from”? how do you understand “lekh-lekha?

2.  Consider the types of departure in the text — “from your land, and from your birthplace, and from your
father’s house”. In what ways is Abraham’s departure challenging?
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