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The Torah  
has a taste
for everyone.
Everyone,  
no matter
their level  
of learning, 
can interact
with the Torah.
—Rabbi Adin Even-Israel Steinsaltz
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SUNDAY NOVEMBER 16, 2014
For the fifth consecutive year, the Global Day of Jewish Learning will reach  
every corner of the Jewish world and bring Jews of all beliefs and backgrounds 
together in a day of study and unity. Thank you for putting your community 
on the map! 

NOVEMBER 16, 2014—A DAY OF LEARNING FOR ALL JEWS
On November 16th, Jews across the world will come together in their communities to study Jewish texts and 
teachings. The guiding values of the Global Day of Jewish Learning are: fostering Jewish unity, empowering 
individuals through increased Jewish knowledge, and creating meaningful shared experiences. Our interest is to spark 
and nourish a love for Jewish learning—and to celebrate the unity that Jewish learning can achieve. 

The Global Day is for all Jews regardless of educational background or religious affiliation. The classes have been 
created for all audiences; no prior knowledge of Hebrew or Jewish text is necessary in order to participate. The 
curriculum includes a variety of formats and modifications based on local interests and learning levels. The curriculum 
will be available in English, Hebrew, Russian, and Spanish.

The theme for this year’s Global Day of Jewish Learning and curricular materials is Heroes, Villains, Saints and 
Fools: The People in the Book. Each curricular unit will explore a Biblical character and use a variety of Jewish texts.

HISTORY
A project of the Aleph Society, the Global Day was originally created as a one-time event to mark the completion of 
Rabbi Adin Steinsaltz’s monumental translation and commentary on the Talmud. However, the survey results spoke 
of a communal desire to continue Rabbi Steinsaltz’s mission of “Let my People Know” through an annual Global 
Day of Jewish Learning. This past year, 420 communities joined the fourth annual Global Day of Jewish Learning on 
November 17, 2013—an outstanding success.

IN PARTNERSHIP
The Global Day project is spearheaded by the Aleph Society together with American Jewish Joint Distribution 
Committee, Hillel: The Foundation for Jewish Campus Life, the Jewish Federations of North America, and Shefa 
Institute. Partnership2Gether: The Jewish Agency Peoplehood Platform is a Community Partner. Additionally, over 20 
supporting partner organizations, representing a broad spectrum of Jewry, encourage their members to organize or 
attend local events.

RABBI ADIN STEINSALTZ 
Rabbi Adin Steinsaltz is internationally regarded as one of the leading 
scholars and rabbis of this century, and of the last. As described 
in Newsweek, “Jewish lore is filled with tales of formidable rabbis. 
Probably none living today can compare in genius and influence to Adin 
Steinsaltz, whose extraordinary gifts as scholar, teacher, scientist, writer, 
mystic and social critic have attracted disciples from all factions of 
Israeli society.”

Born in 1937 to a secular family, Rabbi Steinsaltz has authored more 
than 60 books and hundreds of articles on Jewish mysticism, religious 
thought, sociology, biography, and philosophy. The best known of these 
is his interpretation of the Talmud, the seminal work of Jewish culture. 
His Thirteen Petalled Rose is considered a modern classic of Jewish 
mysticism. Rabbi Steinsaltz completed his monumental 45-volume 
translation of and commentary on the Talmud in 2010. This historic 
achievement was commemorated in November 2010 with the Global 
Day of Jewish Learning, now an annual international event.

Koren Publishers Jerusalem has released the initial volumes of the Koren Talmud Bavli, an English edition of the 
Steinsaltz Hebrew Talmud. PBS broadcast a profile of the Rabbi in April 2012, featuring the new English Talmud 
edition on their Religion and Ethics Newsweekly program (www.pbs.org/religion). In 2013, this work won the 2012 
National Jewish Book Award for Modern Jewish Thought.

Over 1,000 girls and boys are part of the Rabbi’s Mekor Chaim network of schools in Israel, which attracts students 
from a wide spectrum of Israeli society. Beginning at preschool, classes climb to post-army, graduate Jewish studies.

Rabbi Steinsaltz travels frequently to the Former Soviet Union. He founded the Institute for Jewish Studies in the 
CIS, composing Melamedia College, Lamed, the national Jewish teacher’s organization, Chaverim, a leadership 
movement, and an extensive publishing program.  

Rabbi Steinsaltz has served as resident scholar at Yale University, the Institute for Advanced Studies in Princeton, 
Columbia University and The Woodrow Wilson Center in Washington, D.C. He received the Israel Prize, his country’s 
highest honor, and in 1995 was also awarded the Legion d’Honneur, the French Order of Arts and Letters. In 2002, 
Rabbi Steinsaltz received the Zalman Shazar Memorial Prize for his pioneering work in the Talmud. In 2012, Rabbi 
Steinsaltz received Israel’s first Presidential Award of Distinction.
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GLOBAL DAY COMMUNITY COMMITMENT & REGISTRATION
The goal of the Global Day of Jewish Learning is to enable all Jews to engage with our Jewish texts. Rabbi Steinsaltz 
began this process close to fifty years ago through his translation and commentary on the Talmud. We continue it 
today in our communities by learning our Jewish texts together on the Global Day of Jewish Learning and throughout 
the year.

WHY PARTICIPATE IN THE GLOBAL DAY OF JEWISH LEARNING?
Communities small and large mark one day on their calendar when differences can be left at the door and 
communities can come together to learn our shared Jewish texts. The Global Day is a non-threatening event  
where individuals have the ability to engage in Jewish learning—regardless of background or Jewish knowledge.
On November 16th, 2014—the Jewish people will take some time out of their day to engage with the texts that  
unite us. 

GLOBAL DAY GUIDING PRINCIPLES
For the Global Day of Jewish Learning we encourage communities to:

o  Create community-wide learning experiences by involving local JCCs, synagogues,  
federations, Hillels and schools;

o Stage Global Day events in a communal environment;

o Engage teachers and facilitators of various backgrounds and denominations;

o Involve different partners and collaborators in the planning process.

o Participate no matter the size or form of your community!

TO BECOME AN OFFICIAL GLOBAL DAY EVENT SITE
Your community must register online at www.theglobalday.org and follow the “Register for 2014!” link. Following 
registration, you will receive a user name and password that will allow you to access the online toolbox which 
will contain the curricular materials, template marketing and PR material, as well as other tools to help you plan a 
successful day. 

Commitment and Registration
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CURRICULAR HIGHLIGHTS: HEROES, VILLAINS, SAINTS AND FOOLS

Torah is the shared inheritance of all the Jewish people.
         —Rabbi Adin Steinsaltz

As its name suggests, the Global Day of Jewish Learning is a day of world-wide encounters with Jewish ideas and 
sacred texts. The Global Day of Jewish Learning reaches every corner of the Jewish world and brings Jews of 
all beliefs and backgrounds together in a day of study and unity. 

This year’s Global Day of Jewish Learning will focus on Heroes, Villains, Saints and Fools: The People in the Book. As 
Rabbi Adin Steinsaltz has explained in Biblical Images:

o  The Bible is not a book to be idly read in passing, and the men and women of the Scriptures are more 
than mere life portraits: they continue to live and function long after their deaths in this world. The ancient 
Jewish custom of speaking of biblical characters in the present tense is an expression of a genuine 
experience. These are not ordinary historical figures but archetypes; as such, their lives are carried on 
and continue not only in literature and philosophy but in the lives of their descendants throughout the 
generations. In a sense, they continue to live and also to evolve throughout Jewish history, in its psychic 
experiences, and as a part of the collective personality of the Jewish nation.

o  They are biblical-historical characters and also archetypal figures in some way relevant to the inner life 
of the modern individual, and to modern society and politics as well. Not all these people were model 
characters, they include the good and the bad, those whose acts we perpetuate today and those who 
have served as a warning and a deterrent to repeating the mistakes of the past.

Biblical figures provide an accessible entry point to Jewish texts for the beginners in your community and represent 
a deep well of wisdom for all. What do the heroes and villains of our stories have to teach us about ourselves, today?  
Focusing on Biblical characters will allow you to explore topics like human nature, family dynamics, and leadership.

Centered on our theme, the Global Day Curriculum Guide will offer topics, source materials and questions for conver-
sation. Facilitators will want to adapt this material to suit the educational background and interests of their groups. Far 
from being frontal lectures, the Guide’s classes are meant to spark provocative and thought-provoking conversations.  
Each facilitator is free to construct discussions as s/he sees fit. In keeping with Rabbi Steinsaltz’s diverse works, we 
will be drawing from a variety of primary texts and other sources. This year there will be 6 curricular units for adult 
learners, and one each for elementary school and middle schools students.

The curriculum will available in English, Hebrew, Russian, and Spanish. Again, PJ Library will join us to offer a 
resource for family programming; this will be based upon books that address an aspect of this year’s theme and will 
be available in English. Curricular materials will be available in the summer. 

 

Curricular Highlights and Content
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You may want to begin by creating a team of community professionals,  
lay leaders, rabbis and educators. This team can assist in beginning  
discussion about the Global Day in your community. The questions  
provided here can help guide your planning and focus your discussions.

o  What are our goals for the Global Day of Jewish Learning? Will we use this to launch, strengthen or conceptualize 
other Jewish study initiatives within our community? Can it initiate or strengthen bonds among local organizations?

o  Who is our target audience? What is our target number of participants?

o  Which organizations would serve as viable partners to further these goals and objectives?

o  What resources, experience and strengths can each of our partners offer?

o  Do our community partners have the facilities to host our event? Will we need more than one host location?

o   What will the schedule for our community’s Global Day entail? What model would work best for our community?

o  What does our budget look like? What are our sources of funding?

o  Will a lay committee help further our goals?

o  What role can volunteers play in planning, preparation and execution?

o  Which community professionals, educators and lay leaders can help plan and execute the event? Do we need to 
bring in outside educators?

o  How will we register participants for our event (phone, email or web)?

o  How will we market our event? What will work best for our community—press releases, ads in the local papers, 
emails, flyers, mailings, announcements, social media?

o  How will we know we have been successful? What criteria will we use to judge success?

o  How will we capitalize on the experience of the Global Day? What will be our follow-up? Will we have  
an evaluation?

o  What assistance will we need from the Global Day office in order to help support our community initiative?  
Guidance via meeting and phone calls, connecting to other communities, etc?

If you have any further questions, please contact Danny Drachsler, Global Day Community Coordinator. He can be 
reached at 212-840-1166 or danny@theglobalday.org.

Key Questions to Help You Plan Your Event 
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Since every Global Day of Jewish Learning event and every community’s 
resources will differ, it is impossible for us to provide “standard” estimated  
event costs. Below are some expenses that you might consider for your  
Global Day event.

NOTE: There is no cost to register for the Global Day of Jewish Learning.

EXPENSES TO CONSIDER:

o Reproduction of curricular material and program brochures

o Venue

o  Food at the event (you may choose to provide snacks or meals—depending on your schedule— 
for purchase, or include the cost in Global Day registration)

o Audio visual equipment

o Advertising and marketing

o Optional: Keynote speaker honorarium

Budgeting Your Event
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PROVIDING A FRAMEWORK FOR THE DAY
For some, the Global Day will be a first-time learning experience; for others who learn regularly, this may be their first 
opportunity to learn in a large group setting. For still others, communal learning may be a regular practice and it will 
be the international achdut, or unifying aspect, that provides meaning. The structure of your event will depend on 
audience, resources and local interests. Included in the following pages are a number of sample event schedules from
communities who participated in prior years.

MODELS
There are three main models that we recommend for the Global Day of Jewish Learning (communities might choose 
one or a combination of two or three models):

o  ROUND-ROBIN: Each session features several simultaneous classes on a specific theme. Teachers may repeat 
classes during subsequent sessions as participants switch classes.

o  BEIT MIDRASH: The beit midrash model is a good choice if you envision your entire community learning together  
in the same room.

o  TOPIC FOCUSED: Your day will focus on one of the provided themes and your classes or a keynote speaker would 
focus on that theme.

AVAILABLE RESOURCES
Regardless of the model you choose, keep in mind these resources that can be included in your event:

o  Curricular material based on the theme, Heroes, Villains, Saints and Fools: The People in the Book (curricular 
materials will be available in the summer);

o  Family and children programming through a PJ Library unit;

o  A video class on the theme given by Rabbi Steinsaltz;

o  Live online video learning through 24x24

Further Global Day Event Planning 
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SAMPLES FROM GLOBAL DAY 2010–2013

EVENT SCHEDULES

o Beer Sheva, Israel (2013)

o Buenos Aires (2013)

o Austin, Texas (2010)

o Brazil (2010)

o Buffalo, New York (2012)

o Greensboro, North Carolina (2013)

o San Diego, CA (2013)

o Eugene, Oregon (2012)

o Portland, Oregon (2010)

o St. Petersburg, Russia (2010)

o Winnipeg, Canada (2013)

o New York, New York (2012)

ARTICLES

o The Jewish Week, “The Longest Translation” 

o Los Angeles Jewish Journal, “Jewish Learning Goes Global”

COMMUNITY REPORTS

o Cape Town, South Africa (2013)

o Kiryat Malachi, Israel (2013)

o Knoxville, Tennessee (2013)

o Trancoso, Portugal (2013)

o Nikolaev, Ukraine (2013)

o Tzfat, Israel (2012)

o Shanghai, China (2011)
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The Global Day of Jewish 
Learning 2013 

A great way to study with 
scholars and Rabbis from across 
Greensboro’s Jewish spectrum  

 
Sunday, November 17, 10:00am – 12:00 noon 

Temple Emanuel, 1129 Jefferson Road 
Schedule of Learning Opportunities: 
10:00am - Opening Blessing for all – Main Sanctuary 

 
10:10-11:00am – Session 1 

 “Creating Friendship: Acquire 
for Yourself a Friend” 

Rabbi Eli Havivi,  
Beth David Synagogue 
1st Floor Youth Lounge 

 “Creating Shabbat: Rest as a 
Creative Act” 

Rabbi Drorah Setel,  
Reform Rabbi at AHA 

Room 211 

“Creating Connections: The 
World of the Vav” 

Rabbi TZiPi Radonsky,  
The Society of the Vav 

Room 101 
 

11:00am–11:10am – BREAK 
Refreshments will be available in the Lobby. All proceeds benefit the Temple’s teen service learning 

trips to New Orleans and Washington D.C. 
 

11:10am-12:00noon – Session 2 

“Creation and Creativity” 
Rabbi Fred Guttman,  
Temple Emanuel 

1st Floor Youth Lounge 

“Creating Community around 
the Study of Texts” 
Rabbi Andy Koren,  
Temple Emanuel 

Room 211 

“Creativity and Torah Study” 
Amanda Mbuvi,  

writer and scholar 
Room 101 

 
Temple’s regular Sunday morning adult classes are also open for participation: 

Foundations of Jewish Family 
Living – 10:00-11:30am Susan 
Siegel, B’nai Shalom Day School 

Adult Hebrew – 10:00am-12:00 
noon, Samra Nissan, American 
Hebrew Academy 

 
This program is a joint effort of Beth David Synagogue and Temple Emanuel.  Greensboro is one of 400 communities worldwide 

taking part in this year’s Global Day of Jewish Learning.  This year’s theme is Creating Together: Jewish Approaches to 
Creativity and Collaboration.  The Global Day of Jewish Learning brings the Jewish people together once a year to celebrate 

our shared Jewish text through community based learning. 
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Buffalo, NY



1918



2120



22 23



2524



26 27



28 29



30 31



32 33

Cape Town, South Africa

Melton Schools Participate in 
Global Day of Jewish Learning
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Knoxville, TN Trancoso, Portugal
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The Global Day of Jewish Learning

A project of the Aleph Society
 

© 2014 by The Aleph Society

All Rights Reserved 

Photograph of Rabbi Adin Even-Israel Steinsaltz by Erik Tischler

25 West 45th Street, Suite 1405

New York, New York 10036

212.840.1166
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